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FEBRUARY ALREADY! Days getting longer. Easter eggs on sale already. So
are hot cross buns. Summer holidays this summer rather than next. Let’s hope
twenty-three is bit more positive than twenty-two was.
And talking about being positive, I’m still almost overwhelmed by the
fantastic response I had to my appeal for financial help for 5Alive. A HUGE
thank to everyone who has dipped their hands in their pockets, commercial,
industrial and personal, and donated a more than enough money to ensure its
future. THANK YOU!!!
I need to make another appeal, not for money this time but for some
voluntary assistance. Ian and Jenny Holmes have been managing the overall
distribution of the magazine to each of the 5Alive villages but for personal
reasons this issue will be their last one.
What happens is the printer delivers the magazines to Ian and Jenny. They
then divide them into the quantity for each village and tell whoever arranges
the local village house to house distribution. That local distributor comes and
collects them and that’s it, all done for another month. I was talking to them
the other day and they reckon it takes roughly an hour to do it all. Interested
in taking their place? Let me know if you are but don’t leave it too long. We
need to get someone on board in for the March issue, i.e. late in February. My
contact details are below.                                                                                    Peter

THERE’S A STORY that the great cricketer C B Fry was, in his 80’s, refused
entrance by a young gateman at Lord’s. Where an older man would have seen
a former England captain and holder of the world long jump record, who was
offered the throne of Albania, the younger man saw an old fellow trying to
cadge a free ticket. (Fry was notoriously always hard up.)
After my mum died, we cleared more or less the entire house in a day. Most
of the stuff went to the tip, including an ornate cardboard box which had
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy. For any enquiries

please contact the church warden in your parish. For weddings
contact the benefice administrator, Mrs Catherine Brown, email

catmellsgroup@gmail.com. She works on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.

Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

  Buckland  Dinham   Jenny Waller,
         07887 556936

  Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384
    David Rawlins 836252

  Great Elm  Sally Rosa  07833
     900947

  Mells/ Vobster    Mrs Diana
      Sylvester 812386

  Whatley    Mrs K Gay       836175

 John Reckless   01373 461841
Gill Pettitt          01749 938104

John Earl        01373 812450
Joy Book    07704  584953

      Andrew Bramston   01373 836513
 Rachel Nash
      clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
      @gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am      Frome: Saturdays (for Sunday) 5.30pm.

        Sundays  10.00am

Somerset County Councillor: Philip Ham 01373  812152
Mendip District Councillors

(for the time being!)
Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells  Alison Barkshire

07432 003382
Chantry and Whatley Francis Hayden  07970 839532

Police:  PCSO Russell Ford, 07547 658018
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some decades earlier contained a selection of Terry’s chocolates. My
niece was appalled – But that’s where Grannie used to keep her old
photographs, she said.
Much confusion – and not a little conflict – is caused when we assume
that what I see is what you see, even though we might be reasonably
confident that the same lines and shades, colours and textures inform
the image we each hold in our minds. Think, for example, of the view
through the window: I see a familiar row of houses, some rough
allotments. You see a development site, a new terrace of zero carbon
family housing.
‘Vision’ is not confined to religion; we all exercise it, more or less all the
time. And it can be beautiful. There was a moving instant during Frank
Lock’s funeral. Ken, his son, mentioned taking his father, aged well
over 100, to Bath, where he was born, for a hospital appointment. As
they pulled into the car park, Frank remembered hay
being mown on that very ground.

D HURLE PLASTERING
General Plastering,

Skimming, Dry Lining

Daniel 07849 717702

danielhurle@sky.com
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Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant

tea drinking and associated annoyances.

I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
painting and light building work behind me.

Painting – Carpentry – Tiling –  Plastering – Fencing –
Guttering – Etc

Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com

The Gentleman Painter & Co

WELL, HERE WE ARE almost at the end of January with, hopefully, the
worst of the winter behind us. I hope it’s not too late to wish everyone a
happy New Year? Perhaps a better one than last year? 2022 seems to be “less
than good” for many people.
And Christmas seems a long time ago now, and for several people I know
seemed to be less than jolly as so many nasty bugs caused a cancellation of
social and entertaining arrangements – as were all my own plans. And then
on Christmas Day one of my dear dogs became ill (don’t they choose their
moments, bank holidays, weekends!?). All is happily well now but she
ended up with almost a week at the vet’s on a drip being X-rayed and ultra-
sounded for a blockage which did not show up on any screen.
Finally, the fourth showed up an unidentified mass so urgent surgery
removed a 50inch long thin string of fabric. This proved, after much boiling
and scrubbing, to be the thin tie of an old summer dress which I was
exploring during the July heatwave to decide if I could still wear it or
consign it to a charity shop. Whatever induced my beloved Ebbie to find and
swallow it at Christmas I shall never know but I cannot praise enough the
skill and care of the Garston vets who gave up so much of their Christmas
break to tend and repair Ebbie. She is now bouncing fit (at ten years old!) ad

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY
CHURCHYARD

www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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www.fromedecorator.com

fully recovered from having her tummy unzipped from end to end, over which
she had to wear a natty Babygro to prevent her from nibbling the scar.
Now, after all the, back to the churchyard. As I write in mid-January a lovely
clump of snowdrops are in full flower on one of the old graves but little signs
yet of any of the usual carpet of the which grow in the grass on the east and
west corners of the churchyard. Those in my garden bloom by January 21st
every year as they have done for the for the 50 years since we moved here on
that date to be greeted with a white carpet. A joyous welcome, we could never
grow them “back home”.  At the time of writing this they are only showing
white tips but they are getting a severe daily pep talk.
Daffodils, surprisingly, are well up everywhere and some of the early ones in
the orchard are almost in flower. But the ground everywhere is squelching mud
and on the eight muddy sponges on the soles of my dogs’ feet spread black
circles all over the carpets and floors which, at the moment, I haven’t yet
recovered enough energy to care about, let alone deal with.
I hope I shall revive in the Spring or has old age overtaken me at last and I am
stuck like this for ever more. Many years ago, I read a short story about
someone who fished a fly out of her inkwell and was so fascinated to see it
recover so quickly that she put it back to watch it happen again. She did this
several times but eventually the fly had used up all its strength and failed to
recover. At the moment I feel like the fly in the inkwell. However, the sun is
shining now and it is such a rare sight during these weeks of continuous grey
skies and rain that I shall break off here and take the dogs down the orchard.
And that was a really good idea because everything has changed so much since
I last walked right down to the eastern corner. There I found a huge old clump
of white hellebores in full flower. This reminds me I must look for the front
garden ones which are in various shades of pink and should be showing now.
And in the orchard, lots of snowdrops are well advanced, bluebell spikes are
just showing and great patches of violet leaves are covering the sparse grass,
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07801 355384   01373 672090

malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone

work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard

Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing
Free quotations

£1million cover of Public Liability Insurance

mailto:malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
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pierced here and there with rosettes of primrose leaves. The two weeks of
below zero temperatures we had don’t seem to have set back any of the early
growth encouraged by the rest of the mild Winter.
I hear that the river levels at Mells and Nunney are very high, so I do hope
that on-one suffers from flooding. I cannot imagine how dreadful this must
be for people in areas where this is a regular threat or even an annual
occurrence.
As I write this in mid-January there are severe flood warnings all around the
area but let us hope that by the time this is printed Mother Nature will have
relented and will compensate with a spell of clear skies and Spring sunshine.
Roll on Spring. See you in March.                                                                 Hazell

URGENT APPEAL FROM ANTHEA KEMP, LATE OF GREAT ELM
SINCE MARTIN WEYMONT RETIRED, a small team of us took on
providing dramatised Bible based assemblies for Mells School. We do this
with the help of a system called Open The Book from The Bible Society. We
all enjoy it so much as do the children as we always have some willing
helpers. Now, however, we are down to only three in our team and are
appealing for some more people to help us continue this important mission.
The more we have, the easier is the commitment of providing these special

 ROUND AND ABOUT
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assemblies once a fortnight on Monday afternoons during term times.  No
formal acting skills necessary, any age, just enjoy working with children.
Please get in touch for a chat if you think you can help us.
Anthea Kemp at akelmgarden@gmail.com or Tel.07971 531 866

KILMERSDON GARDENERS JANUARY 2023
BRITISH OWLS – CHRIS SPERRING
THE GARDENERS ENJOYED a fascinating illustrated
talk on British Owls with a range of owl calls from Chris
Sperring. He clearly illustrated Shakespeare’s big ‘Twit-
twoo’ mistake! This is not a single owl calling but the
‘Kee-wick’ call of a female tawny owl being answered by
a male owl hoot.
We can all recall more birds in our local environment
during our childhoods. For every generation the
memory is of less birds!  Owls are declining as with all
our native wildlife.  Some 65% of British wildlife has
gone through habitat loss and the consequent decline in
food availability. A small recovery in owl population

happened during the policy of ‘set aside’ when farmers were paid to leave
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land fallow, an indicator of the positive impact of habitat diversity. Chris
suggested gardeners might encourage slugs and snails as food for owls.
Owls are characterised by their forward-facing eyes with five times the power
of human night vision.  Their disc shaped face serves as a sound dish, focusing
sound into their asymmetric ear openings. They use sound to hunt more than
eyesight. Their mouths have a large gape so that they can swallow small
rodents they catch whole. Their food is pulled apart in their stomach and bone
and fur ‘owl pellets’ become a ball in the gizzard to be regurgitated.
Chris took us through the species of owls found in Britain today. Eagle owls
have been reintroduced after the success of increasing numbers in Europe
particularly Sweden. Tawny owls are more numerous, nesting in woodland and
hedgerows with good trees. The loss of woodland and the understorey in
remaining woods has reduced their food supply. Tawny owls stay in their
established territory. The youngsters are chased off by their parents when their
voices break in the autumn and have to find a new territory of their own. Short
eared owls have a wide wing span and live in more open grassland country.
They depend on unmanaged grassland and the small mammals who live there,
nesting on the ground in areas of longer open grassland. Long eared owls have
declined and frequent the interface between woodland and grassland. They are
found at Priddy Mineries and may nest and breed on the ground in Orkney and
Shetland. Little owls sing day and night. They were introduced by gardeners
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from Holland in the late 19th century. They have no facial discs and hunt
more by sight than sound unlike other owls. They nest in old trees and boxes
provided by humans, in grassland and orchards. Barn owls are popular in
the UK and are birds of open countryside who have declined since the 1930’s
with changes in farming practices. They are found in the Norfolk Broads the
Somerset levels and Galloway. They respond to local food availability and
can have several broods in a season.
To increase the owl population the Hawk and Owl Trust are working to
encourage the putting up of owl boxes.
The next meeting is our AGM on Wednesday February 15th at 7.00pm.  Next
talk Wednesday March 8th, 7.30pm Kilmersdon Village Hall –see website for
further details – kilmersdongardeners.org                                        Trisha Jordan

CHURCH NEWS
We hope you all had a Happy Christmas and New Year and after a very wet
January, finishing with a cold spell, we look forward to the coming of Spring.
After the disappointment of having to cancel the carol service in 2021, we
were happy that our carol service on December 18th was such a happy time.
We can now look forward to our services continuing every Sunday during

 BUCKLAND DINHAM
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the coming year, that is of course not quite accurate as hopefully we shall of
course still have our monthly group service so please do check the rota to see
which church will be hosting each month.

On January 15th we discovered a large section of the ceiling in the Dinham
Chapel had fallen but thankfully had not injured anyone. It does mean that we
shall have to postpone the proposed restoration of the lych gate in order to
have the ceiling repaired as a priority. Unfortunately, until the full extent of
the damaged is ascertained we do not know how much this will cost, so we
shall have to make a big fund-raising effort. Any suggestions or help would
be very welcome.

Sidespersons for February
12th Peggy Harris, 19th Sue Simenton, 26th Ros Bradbury.

COFFEE MORNING
Thank you to all who have supported the coffee mornings in 2022 and we
hope you will continue to do so this year. We shall continue to hold these ev-
ery third Saturday each month so February 18th is the date and the time 10.00
to 12.00. There are now many new villagers in Buckland Dinham and we hope



14

they will come and join us this month for coffee or tea and a slice of home-
made cake.

RIP LINDA PREECE
We as a village were very sorry to hear of the sad death of Linda Preece after a
short illness. Linda showed immense courage and strength over the last few
months.  She had been a very active member of the village hall committee and
was central in the organising of many village events. Linda and her husband
Paul were always doing something to maintain the hall and gardens for the
benefit of others!  Linda was a kind and caring individual who we will miss
immensely.
We send all our love and sympathies to Paul, Maritsa, Luke and families.

Simon

POPPY APPEAL
Many thanks to all at the top of the village who contributed to the door to
door collection for the Poppy Appeal in 2022. You will be pleased to know
that Pat Tanner and I collected a record £199.80.
Judy Annan, who collects at the lower end of the village, also had her ''tin'' at
Sainsbury’s thanks to Jill Wright. A further £92.54 was collected.
Thank you very much to all concerned.

Susie Hicks
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LINGER LONGER AFTER LUNCH OR JUST POP IN FOR A HOT DRINK ..
The village hall will stay open until 5.00pm as a warm hub after the regular
lunch club every second Tuesday of the month. Do stay after lunch or just come
along. Board games  welcome !

CHANTRY CHURCH
It seems a long time since Christmas, but we hope that you all had a very good
Christmas and New Year. It was lovely to see so many people in the
congregation for both of our main services.
The toy and carol service was very enjoyable, many thanks to all those who
volunteered to read the lessons. The donation of toys and games was fantastic,
the gifts were taken to the Salvation Army. They were very grateful as 2022 was
a very hard year for so many families and our donations meant that some
children would have a new toy.
The Christmas Eve service was also very well attended thanks to all of you as a
full church makes a big difference to the overall enjoyment.
The service was followed with mulled cider and mince pies, many thanks to
Janice and Andrew for this and thanks to all who gave up their time to help
decorate the church and lay out all the candles.

CHANTRY



16

Maintenance
Cleaning                                                                Flowers
04-02-23 Ann & Pete                                            Val
11-02-23 Dee & Mike                                           Hazell
18-02-23 Dolly & Val                                           Laureen
25-02-23 Sue                                                          Val

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS
After two years of cancellation because of Covid we had our carol service
with readings on Christmas Eve. The church looked lovely with its
decoration all candle-lit. The congregation enjoyed some wonderful solos
and singing the familiar carols. Afterwards there were mince pies and mulled
wine in the village hall.
We are now offering a short service on the fourth Sunday in the month, led
by Richard King trying to broaden our congregation.

We wish everyone a peaceful and happy new year ahead.  It’s been good to
hear of the enthusiasm and wish to be involved in our lovely village from
folks who have moved here recently. Welcome to you all!                         Diana

GREAT ELM

MELLS WITH VOBSTER
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MELLS CAROL SERVICE
Mells Carol Service was held on December 18th,  led by Rev. Robin Isherwood,
and the church, lovingly decorated for Christmas by the flower arranging team,
the Advent candles and church candles lit, was full with families, young people,
and friends. Carols were joyfully sung, there were readings from scripture,
poems, and a children’s choir, under Jane Taylor’s direction, sang beautifully
and movingly.   Mells Community Choir, with Jane, swelled the singing and
sang “O Holy Night” and “Joy to the World”, and Jane sang a solo.
Hand-held candles were given out to everyone, and when these were lit, the
church lights were switched off and more carols sung. Refreshments were
served after the service, and a heartfelt thank you is owed to all who brought
this lovely service together, and to all who came along to join in.

LULU FRY, 1962 - 2022
Lulu’s Memorial Service was held on Friday December 16th at St. Andrew’s
Church, Mells, and the church and environs were overflowing with all those
who came to pay their respects and to celebrate Lulu’s life. The service was led
by Rev. Robin Isherwood, and Charles Johnson was the organist.
The service was full of tributes to Lulu, a warm and generous-hearted lady. She
was well-known around the village, and amongst the regular dog-walkers out
in the fields behind the churchyard, as she walked her beloved dog. She is
remembered too, by the village carol singers, for her hospitality, with Cosmo, at

hicks3920@gmail.com
BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS

01373 485099

£9.50 per hour FREEWiFi
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SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS

Best quality air dried logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
All timber harvested and

processed by us from sustainably
managed woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419

0790 243572, 07989 816598
Email  somervalley.ts@gmail.com

somervalleytreeservices.com



21

the regular stop there – a drink and a mince pie, and always a wonderful
welcome.
She was known for her genuinely friendly interest in all she met, for her
ready smile and, in her last few years, her indomitable courage, despite her
illness. Our thoughts and prayers and love are with Cosmo, Jude and all
their family and friends.
God bless you, Lulu.  May you rest in Peace and rise in Glory.

FRED LUKE, SEPTEMBER 5TH 1960 – DECEMBER 19TH 2022
A memorial service was held in St. Andrew’s Church on Monday January
9th, for Fred Luke, and the Church was overflowing with family, friends,
and colleagues. The service was led by Rev. Robin Isherwood, and Charles
Johnson was organist.
Fred became Mells Estate gamekeeper in 2006, holding the post until his
health compelled him to retire at the end of last season.
Challenged sometimes about his way of life, Fred would explain that
tending game, like protecting crops, planting hedges, digging ditches, was
integral to the shaping of the landscape. Though baptised, confirmed, and
married in Buckland Dinham church, Fred was not a religious man. Rather,
as the chaplain at Dorothy House remarked, his church was the woods, the
fields, the hedgerows.

The Part Time Old
Bloke

House & Pet sitting
CRB checked
Gardening –

whatever is needed
<Reasonable rates>

Available in a few
weeks

jeremypoynton@pm.me
07749 231 063

No voice calls!

mailto:jeremypoynton@pm.me
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The reading, from Ecclesiastes, “for everything there is a season”, Kirsty’s
reading of “I Farmed the Land” by Earl Smithson, and the hymn “We
plough the fields and scatter” were particularly apt.
Fred grew up in Buckland Dinham, in the heart of country farmed by several
sets of relatives. He was one of the last pupils to attend the village
school.  He married Jane in Buckland Church in 1982, and they celebrated
their ruby wedding last April. He became proud father of Kirsty in 1989 and
Nikki in 1991.
In 2020, his grandson, Teddy, was born. One of the last things Fred did was
to order a John Deere sit-on tractor for Teddy’s Christmas present. Jane’s
present … was a spade. It should be acknowledged that she had requested
this. But she couldn’t recall asking for some of his previous gifts – a calf, a
bucket, an electric fence tester!
The retiring collection was in aid of Dorothy House who gave Fred and the
family the greatest care and support.
Back in the summer Fred came home with a 2.5kg bag of sunflower seeds for
Jane to plant in the garden. The family decided to put seeds in envelopes,
and they asked that people take an envelope on leaving the church and plant
the sunflowers in their own gardens by which to remember Fred.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Jane, Kirsty and Nikki and the family.
May Fred rest in peace and rise in glory.

JOINT MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR FRANK KENNETH LOCK (AGED
105 YEARS) AND SALLY VICTORIA LOCK (AGED 78 YEARS) WHO
BOTH DIED IN DECEMBER 2022
The service was held in St. Andrew’s Church, and was taken by Rev. Robin
Isherwood. The organist was Charles Johnson.  The church was filled with
family and friends who came to pay their respects and to remember Frank
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  h u t t o n b r o w n
painting & decorating

  established family company

  OUR SERVICES:

  Period and heritage
  Dustless sanding
  Spray / brush finish
  Wallpaper hanging
  UPVC windows

  WHY CHOOSE US:

  50 years of experience
  Unrivalled quality
  Highest level of finishing
  A* communication

  Call John: 07711 657170 or
  text images for instant quote and
  availability
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and Sally. The hymns were, aptly, “We plough the fields and scatter”, “I
danced in the morning”, and “Jerusalem”. Sue read Psalm 121, and Catrina
read “The Gift of Life” by Ellen Mary Lock.
Frank:  Ken gave the tribute to his father. Frank was born in Bath and lived on a
farm at Weston near the Royal United Hospital. The family later moved to Row
Farm in Laverton, and in 1931 they moved to Murtry Farm on the Orchardleigh
Estate, during the difficult times in the Depression, and the War. An
agricultural development was the Buckland Threshing Machine Syndicate and
one client was A. B. House at Mells Down, whose daughter was called Mary.
Ken wondered whether that was how his parents first met.  Frank and Mary
were married in St. Andrew’s Church, starting married life at Moat Farm in the
Chew Valley, and their two sons, Richard and Ken were born. In 1950 the
family moved to Mells Down when Mary’s parents retired. Frank was
hardworking and a modest man with many skills, building trailers, rebuilding
tractor engines, undertaking much of the machinery maintenance, in addition
to day-to-day activities of ditching, drainage, fencing and rebuilding stone
walls.
Frank and Mary eventually retired to Writhlington, but Frank continued to
work on the farm until at the age of 90 when technology got the better of him
and a change of tractor encouraged him to step back. Frank lost Mary 14 years
ago and looked after himself for many years before moving into St. Catherine’s
home, with more creature comforts and company. He celebrated his centenary
with a party at Orchardleigh, and a card from the Queen. Recently he was one
of the first to receive a card from King Charles and Camilla on his
105th birthday! Frank died in December 2022.  Our thoughts and prayers are
with Ken and the family at this time.
May Frank rest in peace, and rise in Glory.

Sally:  Sas gave the tribute to her mother.
Sally was born on March 2nd 1944, a first child for Peggy and George
Clarke. She had a convent education and often found herself on the wrong side
of the nuns’ patience. On one occasion she cut off one long plait of a girl who
was annoying her – could this be from where she got her hairdressing skills
which kept Ken’s hair looking smart for the last three decades! On leaving
school she worked in the City, saving her money to buy the latest fashions. She
met and married Steve, and they moved to Box, Sally working at the MOD in
Bath until the arrival of daughter Sas, and son Michael. They moved to
Bradford on Avon and Sally studied for City and Guilds in fashion and
design. Always committed wholeheartedly to anything she set her mind on, she



excelled on the course, as a result of which she was invited back to teach the
course. In order to do this, she had to qualify as a teacher of adults, and was
invited back to teach the teachers!
Sally was very practical and creative: she reupholstered chairs, made curtains and
soft furnishings, designed and made clothes and even wedding dressings. She did
alterations/remakes for fashion shops in Bath, including Hamells and Peter
Richards, now long gone, working into the small hours of the morning. She
subsequently became joint owner of In Line, a high-end clothes shop in Bath, after
doing similar work for them. Sally continued to play golf, at Kingsdown, and for
the county team and was also deputy press secretary.
The house was always bustling with people, summers were chaotic, and this is
summed up by the receipt of a letter addressed to “The mad house, Bradford on
Avon”, which was delivered with no problem at all!  In the mid ‘80s Sally and
Steve split, giving well-meaning friends an opportunity to introduce Sally to any
Tom Dick and Harry, or maybe even Ken, on a blind date!
Sally, Sas and Michael, moved to Mells Down Farm with Ken. Sally continued
with her golfing, and to be involved in local activities, including in  Kilmersdon -
she once kindly shared the organisational details of Kilmersdon’s Scarecrow Trail
with the Mells Daffodil Festival Committee, enabling the latter to run their own
Trail for a small number of years. Following health issues and the subsequent
input from Headway, she then fundraised for that charity.
Sally died in December 2022, leaving a huge legacy of love, and happy memories
of the warm, friendly, determined, courageous and committed person she was.
Our thoughts and prayers are especially with Ken, and all the family, at this
time.
Sally, may you rest in Peace, and Rise in Glory.

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)
Notes of meeting held on Tuesday 10 January 2023
DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Mendip DC is still very involved with moving towards being a unitary authority.
Vesting day for the unitary council remains as 1 April 2023.
Somerset County Council Finances: The coming year’s budget is currently being
reviewed and will centre on recouping the significant overspend.
Single rate bus fares: Bus users in Somerset can now travel on most routes in the
county with the following operators (Dartline, Faresaver Buses, First South West,
Buses of Somerset), First West of England, Hatch Green Coaches and South West
Coaches) for just £2 from January to March 31st.
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Affinity – oil scheme: ccslovesomerset.org/oil/ Somerset Community Oil
Scheme is a heating oil bulk buying scheme that covers the whole of the
county. Bulk purchasing will make significant savings as collectively ordering
reduces the cost. The scheme is open to individuals, community groups and
businesses. Other grant information can be found at somerset.gov.uk/social-
care-and-health/cost-of-living-support-in-somerset/

MATTERS ARISING
5Alive: Clerk to approach the other parishes to see if ‘pro rata’ style funding
could be made.
Shop – early closing hours: When tried in the past, there was insufficient
footfall. However, it may be tried again in the spring, especially if the café
opening hours can also be extended.
Dog waste bins: The quarry, has in principle, agreed to purchase two bins.
The one in situ at Fairview has recently been damaged. Clerk to ask if quarry
would fund a third bin.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:
Condition of grass triangle – Bottom Lane and area in front of Vobster Inn:
The application for a Certificate of Lawfulness has been validated by Mendip
DC. There could be a problem with the application for the bike rakes. Mendip
DC inspected the proposed site and were not keen to create further parking
issues by stopping cars parking on it. Cllr Barkshire to follow up.
Footway by quarry: Cllr West to contact the quarry again. The latest hold up
appears to be due to finding out who owns the verge.
Vobster – drive carefully signs: Cllr West will attend the next Vobster Trust
meeting and present them with the options.



PLANNING
New Applications: 2022/2276/CLP: Placing of barrel planters and large
stones – Land at 372993 148984 Holes Lane to Top Lane: No objections
2022/2388/TCA: Fell 9 x cypress and 1 x thula – Bridge Cottage: For Tree
Officer
Other planning matters: 2022/0979/FUL: Change of use of existing barns
into three holiday let units (retrospective) – Upper Vobster Farm: This
application is going to the planning board. Highways have revisited the
application due to the possible amount of people attending the conference
centre.
Precept: £13,000 to remain the same as last year.

ITEMS TO REPORT
Pavilion – water damage: The loss adjustor has agreed that the pipe can
be repaired. Quotes are being sought for the repairs to the ceilings etc.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING Tuesday, February 14th at 7.15 in the Barn.
Joy Book, Clerk, Tel: 07704 584953, Email:
parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING EVENT AT UPPER VOBSTER
On the weekend of November 26th 23 residents of Vobster and their relatives,
including four children, one as young as one, met in a field at Upper Vobster
to plant 430 trees as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy project. This is a tree
planting initiative as part of the late Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. It was a fun
day with refreshments courtesy of the Vobster Inn despite the adverse
weather.
Some had spent time and energy in the days before to prepare everything for
the planting. The land which was formerly part of Vobster Quarry was made
available by the Mells Estate which also provided the trees. Whatley Quarry
funded the tree stakes and guards as well as providing scalpings to lay a path.
The community is very grateful to both organisations for their generosity.
The trees are an interesting mix of native species such as oak, birch, cherry,
yew, holly and chestnut together with a range more exotic species including
tulip trees, pocket handkerchief trees and white mulberrys. In due course it
should provide an attractive small woodland a contribution to combatting
climatic change.

ST. GEORGE’S WHATLEY
Despite not having a resident vicar and without an organ in the church
anymore, our carol service was enjoyed by a congregation of about 30 people.
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Everyone found their voices in singing the popular carols and it was good to
see the younger members of the parish taking part.
Many thanks to Martin Weymont, a past vicar, who kindly stepped in. It
was lovely to see him back in St. George’s. Thanks too, to Mark our music
man. Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy 2023

NEWS FOR WHATLEY AND CHANTRY VILLAGERS.
Whatley and Chantry village skittles night with a buffet meal (vegetarian
options included).
Friday February 24th, Bell Inn, Leigh on Mendip
5.30pm onwards Skittles from 6.00pm
Adults £10 each, Children 16 and under £5 each, Children 10 and under free
Contact me to confirm you’re coming on 07977 532428.
chris@southwestmarquees.co.uk
Pay me on arrival. Look forward to seeing you all.

WHATLEY
A warm welcome to Stuart and Debbie with Elijah and Tianna who have
moved into Brook Farm
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM, MELLS
AND VOBSTER
In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.
LOCATIONS:
● Buckland Dinham Village Hall
● Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
● Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF
● Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ
HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR
A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.
Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!



31

NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND

MIXED AGGREGATE
OR

ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS

Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price
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GARY HOLT’S
Painting, Decorating and

Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior

Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering

Artex Ceilings
Plastered

Over 20 years
experience

Fully insured
Clean, tidy work

Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503

TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO
PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS.

 FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT PETER CORBETT,

mellsmag@hotmail.com
 01373 466536

mailto:mellsmag@hotmail.com
mailto:mellsmag@hotmail.com
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