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FROM THE EDITOR
DAFT, ISN’T IT? Packed all my winter clothes away, had to water the garden
using the lawn sprinkler, enjoyed a fabulous weekend with the family (properly
covidly done, I should stress) at Center Parcs, midsummer day on the horizon
and what happens? Cold, wet and miserable again and now I’m back at my
desk, with a hot mug of Earl Grey, wearing a sweater again just like winter.
Heigh ho! Still, at least it gives us Brits something to talk about.
This wretched pandemic is still affecting us all but in this issue of 5Alive there’s
mention of several upcoming events to put in your diaries and which we all
very much hope will get the July 19th green light. Fingers crossed!
By the time you read this we may know more, the weather should have got
better, much better, fingers crossed, England will have progressed to the next
stage in the Euros (bit confused there – didn’t we all vote not to adopt the Euro
several years ago?) and The Boss and I will be packing our suitcases for our
holiday.
Meanwhile, another mug of Earl Grey I think.
Peter

FROM THE RECTORY
RUNNING THE RACE OF LIFE
THIS MONTH, ON JULY 19TH, we hope that we will be
given more freedom, as further Covid restrictions are lifted, and our lives may well pick up a pace as we race both
to enjoy holidays and live life to the full.
In July and August we will enjoy supporting our athletes on TV and via social
media at the Tokyo Olympics, having been postponed from last year due to the
Coronavirus pandemic. A number of New Testament letters refer to Olympic
sport including Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.
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CONTACTS

Rector, Mells Group of Churches, Rev Clive A. Fairclough
The Rectory, Gay Street, Mells, BA11 3PT 01373 673431
cliveatmellsgroup@gmail.com, twitter @clivetherev

Benefice administrator Tracy Hughes tracyhughes523@yahoo.com
www.mellsgroup.church Facebook @mellsgroup
Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham
PCC Secretary
Debbie Cary 462022

John Reckless

Chantry

See Whatley

Mrs D Blacker 836668
David Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Judy Duffus

81321

Mells with Vobster
Jenny Waller 07887
556936
Whatley

Mrs K Gay

Gill Pettitt

461841
01749
938104

Edmund Thompson
Joy Book

812283
300184

John Earl
Joy Book

812450
300184

836175

Anglican Church Services
Visit mellsgroup.church/mells-benefice-calendar
Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am

Frome: Sundays at 9.30am and 5.30pm

County Councillor Philip Ham 01373 812152
District Councillors Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells
(Ammerdown Ward) Alison Barkshire, 07432 003382,
Cllr.Barkshire@mendip.gov.uk
Chantry and Whatley (Cranmore, Doulting and Nunney Ward)
Francis Hayden, 07970 839532, Cllr.Hayden@mendip.gov.uk
Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergency:101, local contact
information visit www.avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
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Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:12).
The Christian life can be compared to a long-distance race, but despite the struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses cheering us on. We have a
heavenly Father who loves us and a Saviour who has run the race before us. If
we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race.
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, British athlete Derek Redmond was
running in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 250 metres from the finish
his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground in pain and stretcher bearers came over
to him. However, Redmond was determined to finish the race and so he started
hopping toward the finishing line. Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's father, ran
out of the stands towards him. “You don't have to do this,” he told his son.
“Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his father said, “We're going to finish this together.” They
completed the lap with Derek leaning on his father's shoulder. As they crossed
the line, the spectators rose to give Derek a standing ovation. Although he
didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek Redmond finished the race with his father
at his side. Let’s not forget the encouragement we have to finish the race!

D HURLE PLASTERING
SERVICE
Competitive rates
Reliable and trustworthy
No job too small

Tel 07849 717702
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May I wish everyone a very peaceful and relaxing
holiday wherever we decide to go or enjoy
another staycation at home.

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY
CHURCHYARD
WELL, SUMMER CAME AT LAST at the beginning of June and is still with us
as I write this, sitting out in my stable yard, the dogs asleep beside me.
Old Black, as I call my resident cock blackbird, is fretting and fidgeting in the
branches around me. I suspect he is helping to rear a second round of chicks,
most of his earlier brood having failed, judging from the several dead
fledglings I found a few weeks ago. These probably fell prey to neighbouring
cats who stalk them as easy targets in the early days of leaving the nest while
they are too well fed and heavy to fly.
This year, much as I love the corvid (NOT covid!) family for their intelligence
and often playful good humour I am more than ever aware of the crueller side
of their nature. And I seem to have more constantly on watch in the trees than
I ever remember before. Magpies, jays, crows and ravens and the ubiquitous
jackdaws, who, being smaller and milder natured, do less harm as a rule. This

The Gentleman Painter & Co
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.
I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
painting and light building work behind me.
Painting – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing –
Guttering – Etc
Project Management and Coordination excellent local references
marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
4

last few weeks I have heard the jay’s harsh scream and the machine gun stutter
of magpies, and the sad little pinches small feathers bear witness to the demise
of small birds such as tits and finches. Often these are from adult birds rather
than the half-sheathed feathers of fledglings so I wonder if they are from parent
birds unsuccessfully defending nests of chicks.
I must be getting old and depressed to mind so much about the natural
processes of nature. After all, the beautiful, immaculately suited magpies and
the strikingly colourful jays have their families to rear too.
On a more cheerful corvid note, yesterday I watched the resident pair of
jackdaws coaxing their fledged chicks out of the chimney opposite my kitchen
door. The antics of the parent birds, alternately hopping round the chimney pot
edge and making short flights to the nearby tree clucking encouragement, kept
me amused for hours when I should have been doing something useful. Finally
the youngsters emerged and flapped clumsily away into the trees and suddenly
flocks of – extended family?- jackdaws erupted from the trees and wheeled in a
sort of celebratory or encouraging fly past, which went on for several hours at
intervals.
Probably because of the initially dry and then cold Spring much of the blossom
is late this year. Even now, well into June as I write this, the may trees are still in
full flower. Too late for the argument about the old adage about not casting a
clout till either the month or the blossom is out. Who wanted to anyway in the
coldest May since records began?

www.fromedecorator.com
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I have noticed an odd thing lately which I fear may be an indication that
plants and insect life are now less co-ordinated owing to the unpredictable
climate. My cotoneaster horizontalis which loops around the base of the
stable yard wall has been covered in masses of fat pink buds ready to open
into thousands of tiny white flowers like a lace cloth tossed over the
branches.
The bees love these flowers. This year they arrived in droves to find the
flowers still in bud. “Sorry, chaps,” I said (until a bee keeping friend
reminded me that it’s the females that do all the work) “come back next
week.”
But the hungry bees descended on the buds and as I watched they prised
them open until they could stick their tongues down the centres. They went
from bud to bud and each day returned to work on the next lot of buds
which had reached the stage where they were easy to open.
I have therefore had not one flower but each bud has begun to form a berry
so has been pollinated without the flower being allowed to develop.
Starving bees adapting their methods to obtain what they need, because of
the lack of spring flowers available when they needed food? Certainly
something I have never seen before.
Now that our churches are tentatively opening again (Chantry has had
weekly services since Mothering Sunday) it is good to regain the rhythm of
Sunday church going which seems to start the week with a natural
“landmark”. Somehow during the months of lockdown and isolation the
woods seemed formless and it was often hard to remember which day of the
week it was. Great Elm hosted a most enjoyable Group service on June 6th
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and it was a joy to meet so many old friends and familiar faces and to share
coffee outside in the beautiful churchyard on a blessedly fine morning.
As I write this in mid-June it seems hard to realise that my next “jottings” after
this will be in September and most of the summer will have passed.
I do hope it will be a good summer and that we can all enjoy a safe, careful easing
of social restrictions. So, keep safe, keep happy!
See you In September.
Hazell

ROUND AND ABOUT
THE GREAT ALLOTMENT CHALLENGE
KILMERSDON GARDENERS
JUNE MEETING 2021
THE GARDENERS’ FIRST MEETING of this year was socially distanced, well
attended and everyone enjoyed the talk on ‘Vegetables Without Tears’. George
Alway used the theme of helping his niece Helen take a plot in Emersons Green,
from a bramble patch with a rusty bike and other junk, to a ‘Star Prize’ winning
allotment. After clearing the ironware, strimming the weeds close to the ground,
a generous application of weedkiller, rotavation, more weedkiller, a load of
farmyard manure which was a Christmas present from a relative, followed by
blood fish and bone-- they were on their way! The family had then to apply the
most important gardening skill ‘waiting patiently’.
George recommended using a weed control plastic fabric membrane to conserve
moisture and to keep down the weeds around runner and broad beans and other
crops. He makes holes with a blow torch for the small plants and at the end of the
season he stores it for reuse the following year. Channels dug underneath the
membrane can make watering easier. This technique works for onions and
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These services and times are, of course, subject to last
minute amendment if things change because of the
virus.
Do check before beforehand,
www.mellsgroup.church/calendar
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parsnips started in cardboard toilet or kitchen rolls and once well soaked,
planting them in the ground without disturbing the roots.
Spaces were left for a shed and permanent crops like rhubarb and artichokes.
Though they enjoyed the forced rhubarb they found artichokes difficult to eat
and enjoyed them more for display purposes. George recommended growing
early potatoes because of their superior flavour to those bought in the shops; as
is the case with beans and other vegetables from the garden. Early potatoes are
more likely to escape blight, it is important to dispose of any blighted plants
well away from the compost heap.
Helen used her conservatory, porch and windowsills to germinate and start off
seedlings. The time and pattern of planting can be important. George grows his
tomatoes in extra big grow bags under glass because there is less chance of the
dreaded blight. He recommended using Tomorite because of the pungency of
preparing the traditional comfrey and nettle brew! Carrot fly may be outwitted
by polythene environmental mesh, planting fly resistant or late varieties to miss
the breeding season.
Our next meeting is again pre-booked seats for 7.30pm Wednesday July 14th
for a talk by Marion Dale ‘Designing your Dream Garden’, followed by the 35th
AGM. Nominations for new Committee members welcome.
Trisha Jordan
...\Parish magazine advert quarter page ...
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BUCKLAND DINHAM
CHURCH NEWS
Unfortunately, due to Government restrictions, we are unable to hold our
Coffee Morning on July 17th so hopefully we can start again in August. We
are looking to continue on the third Saturday of the month so that will be on
August 21st Aat the usual time of 10.00 and we do hope to see as many of our
friends and perhaps some new ones as well.
The good news is that we will be holding a Church Service at 11.00 on
Sunday, July 18th, so please do come to join us in giving thanks for the help
and friendship the residents of this village has shown through this very
difficult year. We pray for better times to come.
Jill Wright
HARRY AND FAMILY TAKE ON PUB CHALLENGE
RUNNING A PUB CAN BE CHALLENGING at the best of times but taking
one on when the hospitality industry is suffering so much is a challenge few
people would accept. But for Harry and Michelle Docherty, their daughter,
Laura, and her other half, James Bowe, it was one that they were prepared to
accept – and those of us who live in and around Buckland Dinham are very
glad they did.
Harry, who’s featured on our front cover this month with daughter Laura, and
Michelle were running the West Somerset Hotel in Watchet while Laura and
James were hosts at the Royal Oak public house in nearby Porlock when they
decided it would be best if they were to join forces. The Bell at Buckland was –
and is – in many ways ideal for them as a long established country pub with
huge potential.
Yes, it has been a challenge for them. Unable to open at all to start with – they
took over at the Bell in February but weren’t able to welcome customers till
April – then restricted to open air service for some time, and not long after
indoor service was allowed, they had to shut for a week because of serious
problem with their water supply. If that wasn’t enough to dampen their
enthusiasm their hopes of reopening fully in June were dashed by the
extension of the lockdown period until mid-July. But despite these setbacks,
they have remained determined to succeed and to press on with their plans for
the Bell.
Their restaurant menu, which concentrates on home cooked food, now
includes a good old fashioned Sunday roast – they had a successful trial run
with this on Father’s Day – and once their plans to open up the field behind
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the pub for camping come to fruition, they may well add full English
breakfasts to it, too.
They are also looking at the possibility for staging events in that field while
the spacious barn could be brought back into use for live music, big screen
showings and other activities.
As James put it: “There’s so much potential in the space we’ve got. Our aim
is to bring what is a great neighbourhood pub back for the neighbourhood.”
And Harry added: “We want to be part of the village and will help out where
and when we can.”
BUCKLAND DINHAM VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Annual General Meeting Monday September 13th 2021 at 7.30pm
Nominations for the new committee to be received by
Monday September 6th
please forward to
David 01373 485099/hicks3920@gmail.com or
Linda – 07887 938482/paul-preece@sky.com
(or get in touch if you would like any further information about the hall).
Everybody welcome - your lovely Hall and its gardens are a vital asset to
your Village and this is your chance to have a say or play a part in how it is
run. We look forward to seeing you!
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*# DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES #*
Saturday June 4th 2022
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration
at Buckland Dinham Village Hall
We plan to have a sit-down lunch -ticket only (no charge) as we are limited to
seating inside the hall. As in previous similar occasions we ask you to contribute
savoury and sweet dishes/platters of food to provide a table buffet for all to share.
We plan to have a licensed bar providing wine, beer, cider and soft drinks.
Also, to make this a wonderful occasion, we need ideas and help with planning
and organising from as many of you as possible please!
Are there any musicians out there who would be able to provide entertainment
for an hour or two?
For further information contact:
Linda Preece - 07887 938482 - Paul-preece@sky.com
Sara Corbett – 07834 363798 - willigogs@outlook.com

CHANTRY
Some of you may have noticed things happening in the churchyard! We are
hoping to put a shed there but are still awaiting faculty approval from the
church….. this is to store the pews we have taken out (agreed before Covid at our
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£8.00 per hour FREEWiFi
hicks3920@gmail.com

BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS
01373 485099
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last community meeting). John Powell has kindly housed them for us until we
get approval.
We would like to thank Ian Webb of Connor Construction and the other two
men who kindly gave their time and the use of a bobcat machine to clear an
area in the churchyard and laid a base ready for the new storage shed ahead of
the intended alterations to the rear of the church. They did all this work free of
charge and we really appreciate their help, all we need now is enough money
to carry out the work.
The AGM of the PCC was held at the end of May, the following officers were
elected:- Treasurer D Rawlins, Secretary V Rawlins, Churchwardens D Blacker
and D Rawlins.
Maintenance
Cleaning
Flowers
03- July Dolly & Val
Val
10-July Sue
Hazel
17-July Ann & Pete
Hazel
24-july Dee & Mike
Laureen
We were all looking forward to the restriction being lifted but sadly our hopes
were dashed for a few more weeks. Hopefully we can look forward to better
times. Just keep smiling.
The village has had a lot of new people arrive under the cloak of Covid and we
want to meet you. Look out for either the A frame board outside the church or
a village newsletter inviting you to a village BBQ/picnic in the churchyard
mid-July - this is for everyone but we’ll await the latest Covid measures.
I would appreciate any volunteers for the following please:-

...\Pest Solutions South West Sm...
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The start up again of community coffee/cafe mornings - as soon as we’re
able, these are a lovely way to meet others in the village. In the past these
took place on the first Saturday of the month but I’m happy to look at
different dates if I can get the help to make some cakes/biscuits to eat/sell
and make coffees? There is no age limit and we have toys for babies and
toddlers. Some of our older residents have helped with this in the past but
it’s time to treat them now. If I get a few offers of help it’s not too much
for anyone.
Churchyard maintenance - this can be done in anyone’s free time as long
as we all agree what needs to be done…. An hour here and there makes
all the difference. I hope you have all been to admire the wildflowers….
Handing out the 5 Alive magazines. If I could have three/four people in
different parts of the village to do about 10-15 houses each that would be
wonderful.
That’s it for now ….. we WILL have to look at fundraising again….most of you
came to a meeting we had in the church many moons ago before Covid and we
discussed a lot of exciting ideas about how to use the church space for community
events - we must start talking again so look out for a meeting once we’re allowed
to do that in the church. Jan, 07938 983409. Orr Farm
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Apologies from Somerset Library for the lack of a visit in June but the driver was
ill and they did not have a replacement, the next visit is Wednesday July 7th at
1.25pm.

GREAT ELM
The late Donald Clarence Chubb's Funeral
Service was held at St. Mary Magdalene Church
in Great Elm on Thursday June 17th June. His
service was attended by close family members
and many friends.
Donald was a local Frome man and boy who was
born in No. 4 Church House, Great Elm, and
lived in surrounding areas all his life. A loving
father, grandfather and great grandfather, a dear
riend to many local people. Owning a local
haulage company Factfirm Limited, respected,
and respectful, Donald was able to employ many
local people who went on to become successful

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
Best quality air dried Logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
Nets also available with free
delivery locally (for five or more
nets)
All timber harvested and processed by
us from sustainably managed
woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419
Mob 0790 243572
Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com
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themselves. Donald's passions were F1 Racing, horticulture, carpentry, cooking
and good food. He also enjoyed the many walks in and around Mells Valley
leading back to Great Elm. His last wish fulfilled, he now lays at rest with his
mother, Mona, and father, Arnold Chubb, together with an elder brother,
Michael.

AND BEFORE WE FORGET…
Along with Bryan Eley and David Rideout
who we featured in last month’s 5Alive, Will
Starr also spends a considerable amount of
time in our church yard ensuring the area
around the graves is tidy.
Photo shows Will at his parent's grave.

Kapow Pest Control
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MELLS WITH VOBSTER
MELLS PARISH COUNCIL
Notes of Mells Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday June 8th June 2021
(The unconfirmed minutes of this meeting can be found at
mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)
District Councillor’s report
Unitary council poll result
Approximately 25% of residents voted with 35% wanting ‘One Somerset’
(amalgamation of all four district councils and Somerset CC) and 65% ‘Stronger
Somerset’ (two new unitary councils, one for Western Somerset, one for Eastern
Somerset).

Telephone: 01373 464870, 07725 205017
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07801 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations
£5million cover of Public Liability Insurance

To book this space to
promote your business,
contact Peter Corbett
mellsmag@hotmail.com
01373 466536
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MDC – Zero carbon neutral by 2030: MDC has undertaken a survey of
all major emissions and found that only a third reduction is likely to
be met in this timescale.
National constituency boundary changes: The consultation process
has now begun for changing Frome’s constituency boundaries. The
proposal will include Shepton/Evercreech to the south and Bradford on
Avon to the north. The process may take up to two years.
Other reports:
New Mells Community Trust and Halecombe Community Trust
representative: The Section 106 Halecombe Community Trust is now in place
and currently has £22,000 available. The money is accumulated at 2p/tonne. The
expected amount per year, going forward, will be in the region of £12,000 which
will be split between the four nearest parish councils with Leigh on Mendip
getting a double share as they are the closest. Mells would be in line for around
1/5th of this amount if there were suitable applications. Cllr West will be the
Mells PC representative on the Trust. It is hoped that the new Mells Community
Trust could be based on this model.
Improvements to Vobster Cross bus shelter and litter bin: Highways do not
own the verge. Clerk to approach Mells Park estate.
30mph speed limit - Vobster: Forwarded to Traffic Management for
consideration.
Visibility issues on junctions due to vegetation: Alan Brady offered
to cut back the vegetation on the triangle at the top of Lime Kiln Hill.
Planning:
2021/0796/HSE: Erection of side and rear extension, car port and associated access
– 1 Underhill Cottages, Little Green – no objections.
2021/1202/TCA: Fell Robina tree to ground level – Lavender House, Top Lane –
for planning officer.
Old telephone exchange: Complaint has been sent to Stuart Brown – Chief
Executive, Ros Wyke – Leader of MDC and Julie Reader-Sullivan Head of Service.
MDC has responded that it has been passed to the planning team. No response
has been received to date. Cllr Barkshire reported that two enforcement officers
have recently left.
Quarry Applications:
SCC/3838/2021/ROMP, SCC/3795/2021, SCC/3837/2021/IDO,
SCC/3836/2021/IDO - Periodic review of Old Mineral Permission.
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SCC/3833/2021: Removal of Condition 2 to enable
extractions of limestone to recommence at Bartlett’s Quarry prior to the permanent
cessation of extraction at Torr Works Quarry.
SCC/3833/2021: Variation of conditions 1 and 39 of
Schedule B of ROMP decision to amend duration of permission for Bartletts Quarry.
The PC commented:That the Somerset Mineral Plan needs to be fully reviewed and a county wide
consultation undertaken to assess the impact of quarrying over the next few
decades.
The Barletts’ application is very similar to the previous one submitted.
There are limits to the tonnage that can be removed in the application but there
is no guarantee that these will be adhered to.
Concerns were raised about the effect of significant further quarrying on the
water table.
There has been a slippage in work practices recently and these need to be
addressed and form part of any approval.
There were three abstentions based on the applications in front of the councillors.
However all were concerned about the future of quarrying in the area if more
quarries were simultaneously in operation. A motion was carried to object to the
applications.
Roped off footpaths: Concerns have been raised by residents about the
roping off of various footpaths. Cllr Asquith explained that the footpaths
are not official although they have been used for many years and she
will look into whether there is a workable solution.
Ash dieback: The Estate is doing its best to remove any dangerous trees
which is proving to be a huge operation.
Stiles/gates - Vobster: Despite offering to buy and install new stiles/gates
by locals, resistance has been met from SCC footpaths who say a special
type of insurance is required to install them. The Ramblers Association
maybe able to assist.
Cllr Edmund Costelloe resignation: Cllr Costelloe gave a brief
background to the PC which was started in the 1880s. He commented
that the PC has always been a friendly and effective one since he joined
almost 20 years ago and he had enjoyed his tenure. Cllr Earl thanked Cllr
Costelloe for everything he had achieved. A presentation of the recently
found ‘Parish Council Cup’ was then made.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday July 13th 2021 at 7.15pm in the Barn
Joy Book, Clerk, email: parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com Tel: 07704 584953
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WHATLEY
REORDERING OF ST GEORGE’S CHURCH – WHATLEY
The preliminary statements and architectural drawings have been submitted to
the Diocesan Advisory Committee and responses received from interested
parties such as Historic England. Recently members of the DAC paid a visit to
the church to familiarise themselves with the building and its surroundings.
The Diocesan Organ Advisor has also paid a visit and produced a most helpful
report for the DAC. Although matters appear to be proceeding extremely
slowly, they are going in the right direction. It is hoped we will be able to report
white smoke in the months ahead but don’t hold your breath.

DAVID RAWLINS CONTINUES HIS HISTORY OF
CHANTRY – INCLUDING OTHER VILLAGES ON THE WAY
Whatley
1370 – At Westminster John de Byry & Will, Parson of Whatley. For an acre of
meadow at Beckington & advowson of Church of Beckington.
John de Erlegh of Beckington, acknowledged the right of John de Byry and his
heir by his gift – for this John de Byry gave him 200 Marcs of silver.
1372/73 – Heir of Ralph of Sicla.
Robert son of William Waleraund is his next heir.
1292 Robert gave to Alan his nephew The Manor, Whatley.
October 1272 Maude wife of Robert Waleraund gave third part of manor to
Alan.
1374 – Grant by John de Meere of Milborn Port and Joan his wife to John Bury,
Rector of Whatley (and others) all then Lords of Funtele Giffard (& others)
(Maybe in Hampshire).
1381/82 – Wife of William Servington – Imania. (Cervington was spelt using an S
& C).
1383 – Some of the Manor of Whatley held by John Chidok.
1419 – Oliver Cervington- Inquiry
Enquiry to his lands – held Magiston in Dorset and held house in Shaftesbury
and four houses in Kingston Manor died November 20th 1418. Oliver son and
heir aged 40 years.
In Somerset Manor of Whatley (held by the Abbott of Glastonbury) to David
and Williams (his sons) – heir, son Oliver.
Wiltshire, West Harnham, Chelworth, Longford Castle and manor, Iouth da
Merhan, Calcutt Gave to David and Sybil his wife. Manor of North Wraxall
(held by the King).
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1421 – Inquiry of Robert Brent. Held manor of Writhlington and Whatley – of
the Abbott of Glastonbury.
Joan his sister (married to John Trethek) was his sister and heir (aged 25).
1421/22 – Feet of Fines
Writhlington, Whatley, Cosyngton, Ford, Middle so Wey and Cheslad.
John Hals and William Trethek v John Tretheck and Joan his wife
acknowledged the right of William granted to John and Joan to hold them and
heirs of Joan.
(Feet of Fines. Taxation on property exchange. Torn into three parts – one each
to negotiator and the lower part to the state); therefore a foot (or feet)
1423/24 – Feet of Fines
Robert and John Twynho purchased the manor of Orchardleigh. Four houses,
36 acres and two mills at Egford for 300 Marcs of silver from Walter Sylveyn
and Margaret his wife.
1428 – Church at Whatley valued at 15 Marcs for military 20 shillings.
The Marc was 2/3 of the pound – 13 Shillings and 4 pence. Hence Whatley at
£2.
1431 – David Servington of Langeford, Wiltshire held manor of Whatleigh.
1441 – Foot of Fines
William Salmon and Thomas Dows to Thomas Horner and Juliana his wife.
Transferred Mells, Hayden and Whatley and Nunney and various lands.
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1452 – John Fraunleys, proceeds of the Chantry have decreased so much that
they can no longer provide a priest for the Chantry at Whatley.
The decreased revenues may have been by the Black Death. It arrived in
Weymouth in June 1348 and caused mortality of 40-60% of population.
It returned 1361-62 causing 20% mortality. After this there were many
outbreaks, national and local. In Holcombe, the remaining population moved up
the hill. The same may have occurred in Whatley. There is evidence of a
medieval village to the east of the church, and there is a medieval Manor farm in
Chantry what is now Chantry Parish. The Manor farm in Whatley to the north of
the church.
In 1366 a Chantry was established in Whatley Church by the Servingtons. There
were only three priests recorded up to 1452.
To support this theory, the Lord of the Manor moved to Manor Farm (Chantry);
later when the Chantry House was built it moved again. Also the fairs moved up
to Chantry, there were two fairs initially. They will be detailed in a subsequent
article, they were linked to Saint’s Days. At the Reformation (or under
Cromwell) there was only one fair (rather more secular). It probably died out in
The Great War (2014-18) – it had been deteriorating some long time.
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1453 – James Bekyngham presented to Whatley Church by David Cervington.
1461 – Robert Preston presented by Edward Cervington.
1469 – Feet of Fines
John Dauntesey from Edmund Gaunt and Elizabeth his wife various houses
and plot of land including some at Whatley.
1478 – Simon Breusyre presented by Edward Servington.
1483 – Edward Cervington died and succeeded by Walter aged 23, his son.
He gave a lot of other money to William Ive and John Grainger (it may have
been mortgaged to them).
1486 – John Slate presented to Whatley by Edward Servington.
1504 - John Stratton presented to Whatley by death of Thomas Slad by
Thomas Thomas and Elizabeth his wife.
1504 – John Stratton got a yearly pension of four Marcs.
1508/09 – Inquiry on Death of Robert Brent.
William Carant and John Capron with Alexander Hody (deceased) were
administrating five manors with Whatley. They gave them in 1366 to Robert
Brent and Joan his wife and heirs of Robert and Joan survives and still
occupies the premises. Robert and John his son, were jointly held 19 other
manors. Robert died on 24th October 1508. John Brent is aged 35 years and
holds these manors. Three manors including Whatley (worth 10 Shillings) are
held of the Abbot of Glastonbury.
1518 – William Clyffe resigned and David of Jevan presented by King Henry
VIII.
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