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From little acorns…
sapling brings fresh
hope to Chantry
See page 14
News from
Buckland Dinham, Chantry,
Great Elm, Mells with Vobster and
Whatley

FROM THE EDITOR
STRUGGLING TO FIND SOMETHING to write about this month. I could
drip on about the pandemic and the way it has affected, and continues to
affect, every one of us. Indeed I could, perhaps I should, celebrate the way
we, both as a nation and as individual communities have reacted to it. But
everybody’s doing that.
I could write about the weather and its almost constant swing from
freezing cold snow to mild, albeit often wet, but Hazell’s done that
beautifully in her ‘jottings’.
I could …
No. I’m going concentrate on other things – and I’m afraid a lot of it is
going to be personal. First of all can I add my thanks to John Reckless’s
(see his note in the Buckland section) to Pauline Short for her fantastic
work as clerk to Buckland Dinham Parish Council. Her dedication to that
job made my job, both as a member and then as chairman of the council,
so much easier and I’m sure that all of my fellow members benefited too.
Thank you, Pauline.
And while we’re on the subject, by coincidence, the clerks for both Great
Elm and Whatley Parish Councils have resigned and there are vacancies
for new members too. DO THINK ABOUT putting your name forward.
It’s very rewarding.
Can I also plead with everyone to use the services offered by our
advertisers. Some of them are having a really rough time and, as one of
the supermarkets says, ‘every little helps’. 5Alive is almost always the ‘go
to’ reference for Sara and me when we need something doing – make it
yours too!
Finally – and still on a personal note – Sara and I have bought some new
pillows. Anyone know of a charity or other organisation which we could
give them to, once they been thoroughly cleaned of course? Let me know!
Editors: Lin Taylor and Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
Advertising: Peter Corbett, 01373 466536, mellsmag@hotmail.com
Deadline for March 2021 is Friday February 12th (but do check)
Printed by Frome Printworks 01373 800 300
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CONTACTS
Rector, Mells Group of Churches, Rev Clive A. Fairclough
The Rectory, Gay Street, Mells, BA11 3PT 01373 673431
cliveatmellsgroup@gmail.com, twitter @clivetherev

Benefice administrator Tracy Hughes tracyhughes523@yahoo.com
Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham
Vacancy

John Reckless

Chantry

See Whatley

Gill Pettitt

Mrs D Blacker 836668
David Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Judy Duffus

81321

Mells with Vobster
Jenny Waller
07887 556936
Whatley

Mrs K Gay

836175

461841
01749
938104

Edmund Thompson
Joy Book

812283
300184

John Earl
Joy Book

812450
300184

Mrs J Butcher
Joy Book

837259
300184

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am

Frome: Sundays at 9.30am and 5.30pm

County Councillor Philip Ham 01373 812152
District Councillors Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells
(Ammerdown Ward) Alison Barkshire, 07432 003382,
Cllr.Barkshire@mendip.gov.uk
Chantry and Whatley (Cranmore, Doulting and Nunney Ward)
Francis Hayden, 07970 839532, Cllr.Hayden@mendip.gov.uk
Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergency:101, local contact
information visit www.avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
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And that’s it. Not quite time for lunch so a few minutes working on my
jigsaw puzzle. Thinking about it, jigsaws are something I really could have
gone on and on and on about. I LOVE THEM!!
Peter

FROM THE RECTORY
OVERSHADOWING IN THE BIBLE
THE WORD ‘OVERSHADOW’. Straightforward? Innocent, even. A word
that provides a perfect visual image of what it actually means. If A
overshadows B, then B, literally or metaphorically, lives in the shadow
cast by A. Yet I’m going to suggest that ‘overshadow’ is, in fact, one of the
most remarkable words in the English language.
The story starts with James 1st of England, who commissioned a new
translation of the Bible. In 1611 every church in the kingdom received a
copy from which to read in services, a mammoth printing effort. This
version became known as ‘The King James Bible’, and it became one of the

Sunlight Window
Cleaning
Commercial & domestic,
Insides and outsides,
conservatories & roofs,
gutters, soffits and solar
panels cleaned.
07739 189180

D HURLE PLASTERING
SERVICE
Competitive rates
Reliable and trustworthy
No job too small

Tel 07849 717702
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most printed books of all time. This translation of the Bible was perhaps
not the most accurate ever, but it does have a claim to being the world’s
most beautiful. Based largely on the work of William Tyndale, many of
its colourful phrases have now found their way into everyday use.
Some words appear plentifully in the King James, while others don’t
appear at all. On the knife edge between the two are words that appear a
tiny number of times. The word ‘ring’, for example, occurs just once in
the gospels – the ring that the forgiving father places onto his prodigal
son’s finger. This setting for the word ‘ring’ would thus be common;
many would have their understanding of the word ‘ring’ deepened in
the context of that story.
So does the word ‘overshadow’ appear in the King James? It does, in
relation to just three stories.
They brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and couches,
that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might overshadow some of them.
(Acts)
And while he spake, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold, a voice out
of the cloud which said, ‘This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.’ (Matthew)

The Gentleman Painter & Co
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.
I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
painting and light building work behind me.
Painting – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing –
Guttering – Etc
Project Management and Coordination excellent local references
marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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And the angel answered and said unto her, ‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore also that holy thing
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.’ (Luke)
The word ‘overshadow’ appears firstly in the context of healing, secondly
over transfiguration and beholding God face to face, and thirdly, and
perhaps most powerfully of all, over engendering the things of God. For
Mary, to be overshadowed by the Spirit meant being almost impregnated by
God, with all the creative possibilities that that carried.
So I would say ‘overshadow’ is a word with profound depths. It is to be
used with care.
Jonny Griffiths, hello@jonny-griffiths.net
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Reverend Chris Hare has kindly offered to take our 1830 Ash Wednesday
service, via Zoom.

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY
CHURCHYARD
AS I WRITE THIS on a dark, cold, foggy day in mid-January, I am
desperately trying to think of some cheerful uplifting words to start with.
I wonder if I am alone in feeling sort of ‘punch drunk’ during these current
lockdown restrictions? Even remembering that there are so many suffering
so much more than most of us in our comparatively comfortable rural
isolation doesn’t really cheer one – just makes one feel rather guilt but
useless. I feel a kind of resigned apathy settling on me. Although having had
all my usual Christmas entertaining curtailed (as did most of us) and even
gift exchanging taking place ‘over the stable door’ I still put up all my usual
three trees, decorations and lights.

www.fromedecorator.com
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“Come on,” I said to myself, “show the flag. Don’t let the covid bug get
you down.” But now I am finding it hard even to summon the energy
and enthusiasm to take it all down and put it away. Shall I just sit among
it in my Christmas jumper and let the dust and cobwebs gather, like a
kind of latterday yuletide Miss Havisham? No, perish the thought!
Cheerful words now. Come on. THINK!
The obvious thing, of course, is that spring is surely only a few weeks
away and in spite of the weather there are already small signs of it. In
fact, Mary Scott told me yesterday that on her walk she had seen
daffodils in full flower in Whatley. Last week, I walked around the
churchyard and saw nothing to cheer me up although in my garden
snowdrops were already showing white at the end of their spears. The
churchyard snowdrops flowered before Christmas in the previous year
as did quite a few primroses but this year they are later. However, just a
week later I walked round again and counted seven small clumps of
primroses flowering amongst the grass and quite a few white tipped
clusters of snowdrops dotted on overgrown graves. But still no sign of
any in the areas where usually a solid white carpet of blossom covers the
grass. A few leaves among the grass but no flower buds. I wonder if last
spring’s early mowing is to blame?
I always believed that the green leaves on all bulbs should be allowed to
die back naturally so that the goodness feeds back into the bulb. I hope I
am wrong. Time will tell.
Now that I am no longer church warden I don’t have the final ‘say so’
regarding churchyard mowing and maintenance.
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Last summer with mowing restricted and the decision made to ‘wild’
some areas of the churchyard we had an amazing field of moon daisies
and great patches of huge violets where none had been seen before. I do
hope we can look forward to some of the same free and unexpected
beauty this year. We shall need all we can find to cheer us in the coming
months as who knows how long the current lockdown restrictions will
last.
I am still waiting for my first covid ‘jab’. Most of my friends, younger than
I am (everyone is younger than me!) are having their second dose already
so I am left feeling deprived and vulnerable. (Moan! Moan!). Wasn’t it
Hermione Gingold who, back in the 1930s/40s, sang that rather plaintive
little song listing life’s misfortunes and ending each verse with ‘Life gets
tedious, don’t it?’. That just about sums it up at the moment! [Just as we
were going to press. Hazell rang to say she’d got a vaccination
appointment. Phew!! Editor].
Now, having cheered you all up (!?) may I wish everyone a really good,
healthy and eventually joyful 2021. With science’s wonderful vaccines in
the offing, the selfless willing efforts of our medical and social workers
and God’s faithful cycle of the seasons bringing spring about to cheer us
with signs of promise any day now we really do have much cause to
rejoice.
So, Happy New Year to you all, See you in March.
Hazell.

ROUND AND ABOUT
ULTRAFAST BROADBAND FROM VONEUS IS COMING TO
BUCKLAND DINHAM, GREAT ELM AND MELLS Voneus has started
its build to provide a fibre-to-the-premise (FTTP) network in the villages
of Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells, bringing ultrafast internet
speeds to residents in the area.
Work on the new network commenced in November last year and is one
of several full-fibre upgrade projects Voneus is undertaking to help close
the connectivity divide between Britain’s rural communities and betterserved urban areas.
The project is currently running to plan, and you may have already seen
power cabs and cabinet plinths start to appear around your area.
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We hope to be ready for service in Buckland Dinham by the end of
February, followed by Great Elm and then Mells by the end of April.
The upgraded service will offer guaranteed minimum speeds of 100Mbps,
with faster packages of 250, 500 or 900Mbps also available at highly
competitive prices.
Current customers will be automatically upgraded to FTTP as the build
progresses and the fibre passes their houses, without any one-off installation
fees or extra charges. Presently, the entry price is £34.99 inc. vat (100Mbps
down and 20Mbps upload). we are deploying GPON equipment as
standard, which will provide asymmetric packages for residential users, but
will be able to offer symmetrical packages for business or heavy users where
required. Those that do not have a current contract with Voneus can also
request an install and can also apply for financial support through the
government’s Rural Gigabit Voucher Scheme, for which Voneus is an
approved supplier.
INSTALLATIONS
Our network will be a combination of utilising BT and other ISP
infrastructure (existing poles and underground ducts) as well as building
some of our own infrastructure, depending on availability, condition, and
topology. In all cases we will be installing new Voneus fibre from our new
cabinets to each property and we have planned the network in a way that
minimises disruption to your property.
We will be pro-actively contacting residents over the next few weeks to
discuss the installation process and this will also include details of packages
and prices.
There may be some existing and potential customers that we will not be able
to connect to, as they could be too remote or difficult to reach, but we will be
able to discuss potential solutions if this affects you. To enquire about
Voneus Superfast and Ultrafast broadband services in your area please call
0800 007 3377 or email broadband@voneus.com.

BUCKLAND DINHAM
CHURCH NEWS
It was with great sadness we heard of the passing of Muriel Cary in January
and we send our sincere condolences to Robin and all the family. Muriel
was a member of St.Michael and All Angels for so many years and was one
8
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of the first people to welcome me when I first came to live in Buckland
Dinham.
As you will all be aware St. Michael’s is still closed but hopefully with the
vaccinations taking place the restrictions may be eased and by summer we
will be able to have services in the church again and perhaps start the
coffee mornings. Rest assured we will let you know as soon as possible
when this will happen.
Meantime best wishes to all for a much better 2021. Stay safe, take care
and keep in touch with your neighbours.
Jill Wright
RIP MURIEL CARY
Muriel was born at Higher Farm, North Barrow, near Castle Cary on her
father’s 27th birthday, the only child of Frank and Kath Wride (nee Look).
Her main education was at Sunnyhill Girls School in Bruton, staying with
her grandparents Wride at Castle Cary during the week and cycling to
Coxbridge between Baltonsborough and West Pennard at weekends to be
with her mother at the home of her grandparents Look, her father having
died in the Thirties.
Muriel had a love of horses and tennis, cycling miles for the chance of
horse riding.
Leaving school she joined Clarks at Street, working in the wages
department, and at weekends she and her mother cycled to play tennis or
hockey with Lydford Lawn Tennis Club or Ditcheat Ladies Hockey Club.
Aged 17 she joined the Mid-Somerset Young Farmers Club, through
which she met Robin of Frome YFC. They were married in 1952 and came
to live at Dangerfield Farm. Over the years the family grew to include
Judith, Paul, Anna & Rebecca.
Muriel loved village life and became involved with Young Wives Group,
WI and Farm Women’s Club. She loved to travel, organising visits and
holidays, in 1964 she taking 90 people to Holland to see the Dutch bulb
fields, also meeting up with her Dutch penfriend since schooldays.
Her trips were very well supported and over 30 were organised all over
the world, including Canada, California, Hawaii and New England.
In 1995 Muriel made a solo trip to visit her cousin in Perth, Australia, also
meeting a host of Cary connections and onwards then to a niece in New
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Zealand, a journey involving, over 14 flights and sleeping in 22 different
beds!
She loved music, arts and crafts including tapestry, cross stitch, knitting
and used to ice 12inch square celebration cakes, also making greetings
cards. Her latest craft was pastel painting of which three pictures have
been framed.
Muriel loved the WI and was a big part in the success of Buckland
Dinham. She helped with the Flower Shows and was even known to play
the piano in church for services when there was no organist.
But most of all she loved her husband and family being extremely proud
of her seven grandchildren and eight grandchildren.
RIP JERRY SHEARD
We also read in the Frome Standard that Jerry Sheard had died. A long
time resident of the village, Jerry lived at Wenru, at the top of the village,
with Betty, his wife, to whom we send our condolences.
THANK YOU PAULINE!
On behalf of Buckland Dinham Parish Council, and all in Buckland
Dinham, I would like to thank Pauline Short, on her retirement as
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Buckland Dinham Parish Clerk. For 28 years she has provided
unwavering support and great efforts to our Parish and to our Council.
She has managed so well to ensure that we have been kept up to date with
Mendip, Somerset and Government matters. Pauline is part of many
village activities, which I am sure she will continue, but the Council will
miss her. We wish her well for a happy and long retirement. Hopefully,
there will be opportunities for us to thank her in person in the months
ahead.
I would also like to welcome, and introduce to you, Gill Pettitt who has
agreed to become our Parish Clerk, with a changeover date of the 1st
February 2021. Again, I hope you will be able to meet her before long
remains parishclerk@bucklanddinham.org.
John Reckless
VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
David and Susie Hicks have changed their phone number to 01373 485099
so if you have their old one saved on your phone, remember to update it.

CHANTRY
CHURCH NEWS
We hope that you all managed to enjoy Christmas and hope that the new
year will bring more cheer to all of us Most of us oldies have been given
the vaccine by now. If you get offered the jab please accept, we have had
both jabs now so we feel a bit more secure but there is a long way to go
yet.
We cannot hold church services at the moment but look forward to
meeting as many as possible when we are allowed.
We would like to say welcome to any newcomers to the village. We cannot
visit at the moment but hope to meet as soon as possible.
When the church is eventually allowed to open we would be grateful for a
few volunteers to help with keeping it clean, this is not hard but needs a
team who are willing to give up about an hour just once a month, please
contact Dolly if you are able to help us.
Just keep smiling and I am sure that we will get through this.
Chantry church porch is now hosting a bookcase filled with interesting
things to read - please feel free to borrow or donate books or magazines.
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Thanks to Dolly Blacker for organising this and giving the porch a springclean. As spring comes in, the churchyard fills with flowers and is a lovely
tranquil place to sit and admire the view over Asham Wood. WiFi is even
available from the bench by the porch!
THE PLANTING OF A SPECIAL PLACE IN CHANTRY
Many years ago there was a horse chestnut tree at the start of Mells Lane.
Locals have recalled teenagers meeting there under the great spreading
branches, offering shelter from the sun and rain.
Who knows what special memories were created there, or special
friendships that endured. Sadly the tree came down, weakened by disease
and age.
Only a stump remained. The seats that once were there had long since
rotted and been taken away. Today however a new tree has been planted.
Thanks to villagers John Scott, who took the stump away, and Nigel Brock
who went for the tree and planted it, we now have an English oak sapling
that we hope will grow steadily and strongly, providing a meeting place
once more for local residents as well as adorning the village with its
spreading branches.
Seats will follow in due course
but do go and see it as part of
your daily walk. It is a
beginning – not only the start
of a new year; a new chapter in
the village history; new hope
that we can all meet again soon
and new roots that will keep
our village community
growing.
Meanwhile, Chantry was able
to welcome a newcomer to the
village, albeit just for a short
time. We hope he had a warm
welcome, not too warm, of
course!
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GREAT ELM
GREAT ELM PARISH COUNCIL
There are vacancies both for councillors (two) and for a clerk. Anyone
interested please contact the chair, Edmund Thompson,
email edmundthompson@gmail.com. Covid notwithstanding, parish
council meetings occur three times a year. Councillors are unremunerated,
the parish clerk carries a small honorarium for the formal duties required.
CHURCH NEWS
Although there are currently no church services due to Covid 19, the
church is open for private prayer on Sunday and Wednesday, 10.30 am to
4.00pm. Please follow the strict guidelines in the church porch.
IN MEMORY OF TIMOTHY MICHAEL AUSTIN COX (06/03/1963 –
09/02/2020) ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF HIS DEATH
Tim was born in 1963, after one of the coldest winters on record, to Austin
and Ann Cox. He lived his whole life in Great Elm and grew up on the
farm with his two sisters, Petula and Judy.
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£8.00 per hour FREEWiFi
BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS
01373 485099
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Tim worked alongside his father Austin from an early age and was very
involved in the local farming community. The farm was Tim’s passion and a
lifelong project that he continually worked to improve – no doubt many of
you have seen the new building and robotic milking system, which was his
most ambitious project by far (and he had plenty more in the pipeline).
Tim married Sandra in 1992 and they had two children, Victoria in 1993 and
Charlie in 1995. He was so proud of them for everything they achieved.
Tim was a very hands-on, creative person and, despite the relentless nature of
farming, he always managed to have a project on the go, adding an extension
to the house, selling hundreds of turkeys every Christmas and building a
swimming pool, to name but a few.
When he wasn’t on the farm, he loved family trips to West Bay, going out on
his Harley Davidson, gardening, taking his boat out fishing, finding a bargain
at the car boot sales and market, agricultural shows and picnics on Barrow
Hill.
Tim was a very cheerful and easy-going person, always happy to stop and
chat or lend a hand. He was an important member of the community who
always saw good in people.
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His sudden passing has left us heartbroken. He will be loved and missed
forever.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER
NOTES FROM THE MELLS VILLAGE SHOP (AND CAFÉ…)
Driving into Mells on a dark winter evening, we’re greeted by the lights in
the village shop.
During a terrible year, it’s been a metaphorical light for our community too,
staying open every day, coping with the stress of covid19 restrictions, never
seemingly running out of what we needed when the supermarkets were
being stripped bare of essentials. Thank you to Mike, Jerry, Helen and all
the volunteers.
It was inspiring to see a new generation of them step forward in the Spring.
And thank you, customers, for your patience as you’ve had to queue and
cope with the measures we put in place to keep everyone safe.
During the first lockdown, sales held up very well, but this time around the
shop is rather quiet and sales are down – perhaps the supermarkets have
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ramped up their deliveries. So please continue to support your village
shop, as it will be some time before we can resume fund-raising.
It is really regrettable that we had to close the café, and Jo can’t wait to
reopen - this year it will be its tenth anniversary, and we’ll celebrate that
when we’re allowed to meet again in groups.
After nearly four years, I’ve decided to step down as Chair of the Mells
Village Shop later this year. The committee, elected by members, chooses
its chair and will be happy to hear from anyone who is interested. It’s been
great being part of a very harmonious and cheerful committee, and it’s
been a high point of my time in Mells.
Rob Waller
MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)
Notes of meeting on Tuesday 12 January 2021
District Councillor’sreport:
Mendip housing targets: The target per year has been reduced to 609 from
1060 but Mendip wishes to reduce this further due to large areas of land
having excessive phosphate levels making it unsuitable for development.
Insufficient suitable development sites have been identified by Mendip

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
Best quality air dried Logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
Nets also available with free
delivery locally (for five or more
nets)
All timber harvested and processed by
us from sustainably managed
woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419
Mob 0790 243572
Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com
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which leaves it open to developers putting in applications for unidentified
sites.
COVID Vaccination centres: Mendip DC has offered its offices as a vaccination hub and 20 staff to assist. Statutory work will still be carried out but
other areas or work may slip due to the number of staff required to run the
hub. The Bath & West Showground will also be used for vaccinations.
Loss of income: The government is re-imbursing MDC 75p per every £1
lost in revenue due to the lockdown. This will leave a shortfall which could
lead to further cuts in services.
Somerset Unitary Council: Two bids have been submitted to the government. There will be an eight week consultation but it is not known what
format this will be.
Superfast Broadband: Things are not running as smoothly as hoped.
Openreach is back in the running.
Condition of grass triangle – Bottom Lane: Land is owned by Highways.
Clerk to seek approval for some works to be carried out to improve
the area.

Kapow Pest Control
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Footway by quarry: Cllr Seewooruttun is hoping to meet on site and discuss options.
Play area extension: In principle the PC are supportive of the expansion
but would make their final judgement based on any amended plans
when they are submitted.
Improvements to Vobster Cross bus shelter: Quotes will be sought to
tarmac the area between the shelter and the road.
Flooding by Vobster Quays: Highways has been out twice to inspect the
area. Clerk to ask what action is going to take place and timescale.
Planning Applications:
2021/0002/TCA: 5 fell – ash stems, remove canopy of 2 large ash trees to
leave pollards/habitat stems at approx. 6 metres (crown break) – Holes
Lane to Tents Hill – For tree officer
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07081 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations
£5million cover of Public Liability Insurance
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2020/2549/HSE: Erection of rear infill extension and raising of flat roof –
Wadbury Fort Cottage, Elm Lane to Park Hill – no objections
Mendip decisions:
2020/2313/CLP: Application for a proposed lawful development certificate
for creation of a new access track – Hatherleigh Cottage, Somers Hill to
Mells Green – Approved
2020/2293/CLE: Application for a certificate of lawful existing development for extending development by 1m in breach of (2016/0049/CLP) – Refused.
Setting of precept for 2021/2022: The precept for 2021/2022 was approved
at £11,500. The same as last year.
Quarry applications: Cllr Costelloe reported that Bartletts Quarry is trying
to overturn the SCC S106 agreement that was recently put in place. It appears that the planning officer wants to approve this application and the
decision is due shortly. Once the decision is known, the local parishes plan
to meet to discuss the Westdown Quarry proposal which if re-opened may
be extended extensively. There needs to be a complete review of policy
across Somerset for quarrying. A legal fund has been put in place to help
seek advice.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 9th February 2021 at 7.15pm which
will be held remotely via Zoom at 7.30pm. Details of how to join the meeting will be available on the next agenda.
Joy Book, Clerk to Mells Parish Council, 07704 584953,
parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com

WHATLEY
ST GEORGE’S CHURCH
Cleaning and flower rota
The church is currently closed and no cleaning or flowers are required but
the rota appears in case it is allowed to re-open before the end of February,
in which case Mary Scott will be in touch with those on the list.
February 6th - M Ransome; 13th – White family; 20th* - L Thomas; 27th*
- P Witt
*No flowers required
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RE-ORDERING OF ST GEORGE’S
St George’s is Grade II* listed and dates from the 14th century. Along with
many churches the congregation has been dwindling over the years so that
there are now (pre-covid) seven or eight in regular attendance.
All churches have to find ways of re-inventing themselves if they are to
remain as places of worship and St George’s is looking at alternative uses
alongside its traditional role.
As Whatley no longer has a village hall or pub the PCC are seeking to make
alterations to allow the church to be used for community gatherings.
The PCC have asked for informal advice from the DAC to
�� remove the pews from the west end of the church for a gathering
space;
��

provide level access via the south porch;

��

remove the organ in the north transept and replace it with a kitchen;

��

construct a new WC extension on the east face of the north transept.

Arguments in favour include the fact that the organ requires £50,000 for
restoration and maintenance; the St George stained glass window is
currently obscured by the organ; the organ was not built for the church so
has already been re-homed.
For further details, plans etc please email Paul Gay, paul.littlecombe@btinternet.com
WHATLEY AND CHANTRY HELPING HANDS
As we are now in yet another lockdown, the Whatley and Chantry Helping
Hands team would just like to let local residents know that we are still
available to provide any help or assistance that anyone needs, whether it's
shopping, other errands or a friendly phone call.
We are also continuing with our more-or-less regular email newsletter to
keep people informed of what's going on - if anything!
If you'd like to go on the mailing list, especially if you've recently moved to
Whatley or Chantry, please contact Vivienne Pay
on viviennepay@gmail.com, or 07443-517488.
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PARISH COUNCIL
At the last (extraordinary) parish council meeting the clerk, Joy Book, and the
chair, Jane Butcher, both announced that they would be stepping down from
the council, Joy from the end of March 2021 and Jane from the end of January.
You’ll find of applications for both vacancies below.
The budget and precept for 2021/22 were set to reflect the increased cost of
employing a new parish clerk on a higher number of hours per week, from
three to four, in line with national recommendations. In addition the
proposed new container/meeting place on the parish field will require funds
for insurance, Portaloo maintenance and so on. The precept has not changed
since 2014 but will be increased from £1400 p.a. to £5000 p.a. at an average
extra cost of £15 per household.
WHATLEY PARISH COUNCIL - VACANCY for Parish Clerk and
Responsible Finance Officer
Applications are invited for the role of Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance
Officer for Whatley Parish Council.
The post is part-time, around four hours per week, with a start date of April
1st 2021. The salary will be as per the national recommended scale for parttime Clerks (NALC LC1 SP5) £10.04 per hour, plus travel expenses.
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The successful candidate will be expected to handle the agendas, formal
minutes and correspondence of the council, as well as bookkeeping and
PAYE for the accounts. Attendance at the evening meetings of the
council is a requirement of the position – generally the fourth
Wednesday bi-monthly. experience of local government administrative
practices would be helpful. However, training can be provided through
the Somerset Association of Local Councils. To apply or for more
information, please contact: Joy Book, Clerk Email –
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com or phone 07704 584953
(Application form is available to download from
chantryandwhatley.webs.com).
WHATLEY PARISH COUNCIL - VACANCY FOR A COUNCILLOR
Due to the resignation of Jane Butcher there is a vacancy for a Parish
Councillor. If, within 14 days after the date of this notice, a request for an
election to fill the vacancy is made in writing to the Returning Officer,
Mendip District Council, Cannards Grave Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4
5BT by TEN electors for the Parish, an election will be held to fill the said
vacancy. Otherwise the vacancy will be filled by the Parish Council by
co-option. It should be noted that, if an election is requested, a poll
cannot currently take place until May 6th 2021 as a result of the Local
Government and Police and Crime Commissioner (Coronavirus)
(Postponement of Elections and Referendums) (England and Wales)
Regulations 2020 and the Coronavirus Act 2020.
Joy Book, Clerk to the Council
Date of notice: 30 January

Want to use this
space to promote
your business?
Contact Peter Corbett
01373 466536
mellsmag@
hotmail.com

www.beautyandbrides-valhurle.co.uk
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AND FINALLY
HELP SPARK A CHANGE BY VOLUNTEERING
Spark Somerset runs the county wide volunteer service. We have recently
launched Spark a Change: a new free digital volunteering platform
designed to help people use their time and skills for a good cause. Take a
look at www.sparkachange.org.uk
Whether you’re an individual who would like to volunteer, or an
organisation looking for people to support your work, you can use Spark a
Change to:
● Register as a volunteer or charity and create a profile
● Discover or share volunteering opportunities
● Make a connection and begin your volunteering journey
Spark a Change is easy to use and has lots of great features for both
recruiters and volunteers. It was developed with help from the team
behind the Corona Helpers website, through which over 1,300 people
signed up to support their community during the pandemic.
Recent events have inspired many people to want to give something back,
and there are hundreds of local Somerset charities and community
organisations who would love to hear from new volunteers - so there's
never been a better time to get involved!
Visit www.sparkachange.org.uk to find our more.
For any enquiries about our volunteering service contact
volunteer@sparksomerset.org.uk.
Join our Volunteers in Somerset Facebook group or sign up for our regular
Spark newsletter on our website www.sparksomerset.org.uk.

DAVID RAWLINS’ HISTORY OF
CHANTRY WILL CONTINUE NEXT
MONTH
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON
DELIVERIES OF
ORNAMENTAL
SHINGLES AND
GRAVELS
ALSO SAND AND
AGGREGATES
PLEASE RING
01373 471505
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GARY HOLT’S
Painting, Decorating
and Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
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