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FROM THE EDITOR
I WASN’T GOING TO MENTION the coronthingywossname in these
notes. I’m sick of it (NOT sick with it, I must stress) and I tried to come
up with some items of good news which I could refer to instead. But
could I? Apart from Her Majesty and The Duke of Edinburgh celebrating their 73rd wedding anniversary and President Trump getting the order of the boot I can’t think of much else that has raised our spirits in
recent weeks.
One good thing is that the weather has been generally mild as Hazell
notes in her jottings – we’ve got flowers in our garden which should
have been over weeks ago or which shouldn’t even have come into
bloom yet – or maybe it’s because I’ve had more time to spend in the
garden that I’ve noticed them (sorry, that’s a lockdown reference isn’t
it?).
And we’ve started taking our dogs for a walk before we’ve had any
breakfast. Not a good idea, at least that was my initial thought, but in the
past couple of weeks we’ve been on several walks in areas new to me
and each time we’ve come back invigorated, full of fresh if somewhat
chilly air and feeling so much more positive. If it hadn’t been for the
lockdown…
Anyway, many thanks to everyone for your continuing support and not
just during this last year. Without that support from our advertisers and
our contributors, 5Alive would not be possible.
So, fingers crossed for a Christmas that’s closer to normal than many
might have predicted and maybe even a chance to celebrate the end of
this annus horribilis with friends on New Year’s Eve. See you next year!
Peter (and Lin sends her best wishes to everyone too).
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1

CONTACTS
Rector, Mells Group of Churches, Rev Clive A. Fairclough
The Rectory, Gay Street, Mells, BA11 3PT 01373 673431
cliveatmellsgroup@gmail.com, twitter @clivetherev

Benefice administrator Tracy Hughes tracyhughes523@yahoo.com
Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham
Vacancy

John Reckless

Chantry

See Whatley

Pauline Short

Mrs D Blacker 836668
David Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Judy Duffus

81321

461841
472188

Edmund Thompson
Joy Book

812283
300184

Mells with Vobster
Jenny Waller 813852

John Earl
Joy Book

812450
300184

Whatley

Mrs J Butcher
Joy Book

837259
300184

Mrs K Gay

836175

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am

Frome: Sundays at 9.30am and 5.30pm

County Councillor Philip Ham 01373 812152
District Councillors Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells
(Ammerdown Ward) Alison Barkshire, 07432 003382,
Cllr.Barkshire@mendip.gov.uk
Chantry and Whatley (Cranmore, Doulting and Nunney Ward)
Francis Hayden, 07970 839532, Cllr.Hayden@mendip.gov.uk
Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergency:101, local contact
information visit www.avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
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FROM THE RECTORY
HOPE AND UNCERTAINTY
‘THEREFORE, THE LORD HIMSELF will give you a sign: the virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son and will call
Him Immanuel.’
This promise to the Jewish King Ahaz in 8th
century BC is fulfilled in the coming of Jesus at
the first Christmas: ‘God with Us’. Ahaz faced
the military threat of Syria invading Israel, but
Isaiah tells him not to panic. He can trust God,
who is in control of the nation.
For us, Coronavirus brings deep uncertainty as
we come to another New Year. We live with the
threat from the virus, economic

Sunlight Window
Cleaning
Commercial & domestic,
Insides and outsides,
conservatories & roofs,
gutters, soffits and solar
panels cleaned.
07739 189180

D HURLE PLASTERING
SERVICE
Competitive rates
Reliable and trustworthy
No job too small

Tel 07849 717702
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uncertainty, separation from family and friends, the loss of loved ones
and the anxiety that isolation brings. Yet the message of Immanuel
brings hope, as it did for Ahaz!
Christmas changes everything forever! God has declared in Christ that
He is with us and for us, not absent from or against us. His love is larger than our sin, fears or guilt: ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’
As we prepare for the most unusual Christmas ever, let’s not forget:
� God with us means that He is on my side and by my side. In the
uncertainties of life I am never alone.
� God with us means that everything will work out according to
His plan. My life isn’t just a series of meaningless occasions or
mistakes.
� God with us means that even when others show they are not
there for me, God is.
� God with us means when circumstances change, He will give
me the strength I need.
� God is with me: He isn’t far away but has made the journey into my world.

The Gentleman Painter & Co
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.
I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
painting and light building work behind me.
Painting – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing –
Guttering – Etc
Project Management and Coordination excellent local references
marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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Here is the hope for the future, once we get past
the trees, gifts, turkey stuffing and pudding!

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY
CHURCHYARD
WHAT A GLOOMY OLD TIME we seem to be going through at the
moment. At least we have the promise of an effective vaccine on the
horizon which is a cheering thought but otherwise so much seems gloomy
and doomy. At the moment the weather doesn’t help much but by the time
this is printed we may be headed for sun and sparkling snow and the
prospect of an old fashioned white Christmas. Perhaps. But as I write this
it is dull and wet and so mild that the grass and the weeds are still
growing.
But hasn’t the Autumn colour been terrific this year? A real spirit lifter.
Talking of lifting the recent gales lifted the huge 40 ft silver birch in
Chantry Grange garden, next to me, clean out of the ground and felled it
across their lawn. I was sad because I had bought from “back home”
nearly 50 years ago and planted it in the lawn. But the dear tree fell so
considerately, straight down the empty lawn during the night so no one
was harmed. If it had fallen to one side or the other it would have either
demolished the Grange roadside wall and blocked the road or flattened
my dividing fence and garage roof. But within one day Simon and a friend
with a chainsaw logged and removed every trace of the entire tree from his
lawn. A Herculean task especially as Simon had only just completed six
marathons in six days in a charity support of a badly injured friend.

www.fromedecorator.com
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There still seem to be quite a few wasps around, I suppose because of
the unusually mild weather. I was reminded forcibly last week of the
old joke that wasps are especially dangerous at the end of the summer –
and at the end of the wasp. One morning as I stepped out of the shower
I reached as usual for the bathrobe which hangs on the door and
huddled into it. Immediately I felt a sharp pain between my shoulder
blades as though a needle had been driven into me. I flung off the
bathrobe, shook it and a sleepy wasp buzzed out and flew out of the
open window. Understandably a very cross wasp to be woken up from
a quiet doze and squeezed against a wet person. I discovered by mirror
a large red area between my shoulder blades and in spite of a liberal
application of anti-sting cream the pain lasted for an hour or more. A
very cross wasp.
I watch very little television – just a few things I know I will enjoy, like
the recent series of Autumnwatch. And currently Gyles Brandreth and
Sheila Hancock have taken over from Prunella Scales and Timothy
West for a series of canal journeys. Soothing, unstressful and gently
amusing. And of course the magically skilful and heart-warming The
Repair Shop. But I do take the Radio Times and from that and the
irritating and persistent trailers I get the impression that there is a great
deal of violence, horror, anger and tension shown. Surely at this time
when there is bound to be worry, uncertainty and, in many families,
real grief and sorrow we could do with something light-hearted or
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uplifting to raise our spirits? Or is it just me? Am I missing cheerful
things that I have overlooked? I never watch “soaps” – I don’t want to
add other people’s problems to mine. And I don’t watch quizzes – they
always seem to be money focussed and so centred on winning that I
would feel sad for the losers. I only see the odd bits by accident but it’s
enough to put me off. I expect it’s just me. I’m an oddity.
But enough of me and my funny ideas. What of the churchyard? Without
the twice daily visits to open and close the church and with no lawn
mowing at this time of year the pheasants and, in this mild spell the
squirrels, are able to claim it as their own. The carpet of golden fans
beneath the horse chestnut are turning brown and soggy and that tree
and its neighbours, limes and ash are showing their beautiful bone
structure. But by the time this is in print the thousands of snowdrops
will be pushing their spears through the grass ready to announce the
approach of spring with their glorious carpets of white blossom. Last
year they began blooming even before Christmas.

www.beautyandbrides-valhurle.co.uk
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And also by then we hope the current lockdown will have ended and we
may have the happy news that we will be able to share Christmas with at
least some of our loved ones around the table.
So on that cheerful thought I wish everyone a safe, joyful and enjoyable
Christmas, full of hope for the future. May God’s care and blessings be
with us all.
Merry Christmas - see you in February.
Hazell
2020 HAS SEEN OUR CHURCHES closed for
worship in accordance with government
guidelines, with services moving online. It’s
been distressing for everyone who loves to visit
churches and, like everyone else, we’ve been
hoping that things might get back to normal for Christmas. As the Five
Alive deadline approaches we still don’t know what will be possible, so
we’ve set up a page on the church website where we will post our plans as
we make them. If you have a computer or smartphone, please go
to mellsgroup.church/christmas-2020 to get the latest information. If you
do not have internet access, please look for notices in your church porch.
We may not be able to meet together for carol services or midnight mass,
but the approach of effective vaccines means we can look forward with
hope to a better year in 2021.
The Church nationally has chosen the theme ‘Comfort and Joy’ and we
will be reflecting that in the Mells group of parishes. At the end of year
marked by tragedy, anxiety, tedium and heroism alike, the church will
‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep’ (Romans
12.15).
And as we head towards Christmas, cheer yourself up each day with the
Wells Cathedral Virtual Advent
Calendar: wellscathedral.org.uk/music/virtual-advent-calendar/.
SHORT PIECES TO READ AT HOME - A NOTE FROM MARTIN
WEYMONT
What is: Exorcism? Atheism? Celtic faith? Conservation and faith? Last
Days? Angels?
Martin Weymont :Warminster
reflectiverambles.blogspot.com
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ROUND AND ABOUT
SANTA FLOAT run by the Lions and Rotary Clubs of Frome 2020
We are very pleased to confirm that the annual Santa float will be
touring Great Elm, Mells and Buckland Dinham on Saturday December
5th starting at Great Elm at 5.00pm.
For Covid safe reasons the collectors are not allowed to knock on doors
this year but there will be the opportunity to give cash if you let the
collectors know. They will place a bucket by your driveway/garden.
You then pop money in bucket and they will return to collect it.
Alternatively. You can donate by texting the number 70085 with a
message saying ‘SantaFrome’ followed by the amount you wish to
donate e.g. SantaFrome5 would mean you donate £5. You can add any
amount you like after the words.
You will receive a text back thanking you and asking if you can gift aid?
We’ve done it – it’s very simple.
The money is split between the Rotary and Lions Clubs and they then
make donations to local causes. Last year £14,800 was raised. Let’s show
support especially this year with all the difficulties we’ve shared.

BUCKLAND DINHAM
WRITING IN NOVEMBER 2019 for the December/January 5Alive we
were looking forward to so many things happening in St. Michael’s. This
year we just hope and pray that we can look forward to opening our
lovely church again and joining in worship. Christmas will certainly be
different this year, but perhaps it will give us all time to reflect on what
Christmas is really all about. We may not be lucky enough to have
family and friends with us but that does not stop us from counting our
blessings, remembering all the good that has come from “lock
down”. The friends and relatives who have telephoned and talked
together many more times than in the past, thank goodness for the
modern technology. To be able to video chat to family overseas is
amazing and has been yet another reason to be grateful. The work of our
dedicated doctors and nurses, care workers, scientists, shopkeepers, and
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the hundreds of other people all working hard to keep us safe from the
Corona Virus has been an example of what can be achieved. Let us then
look forward to 2021 as the year when we remember to continue to look
after one another, keep positive, keep in touch with relatives, friends and
neighbours and count our blessings every single day. Christmas
Greetings and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.
Jill Wright
NO TREE FAYRE THIS YEAR BUT FAIR FROME APPEAL
CONTINUES
Due to Covid we will not be able to host this year’s Christmas Fayre and
light switch on though the village hall will still be providing a tree in the
gardens to spread some cheer. We normally do a food bank collection for
Fair Frome and I would like to continue this as it is even more important
in 2020. If you are able, over the weekend December 12/13th please drop
any donations to me at 2 Hilltop. I’m also happy to collect. We normally
donate in excess of 200 items so would love to beat or match this! Please
feel to message me on 07977 100201 to arrange collection.
Simon
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CHANTRY
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT any Government instructions we are
hoping to hold a community Christmas Carol evening with mulled
wine and mince pies in the churchyard on Sunday December 13th
starting at 4.30 in the afternoon.
We would love to see as many as possible, if you can come please
wrap up warmly and bring a torch.
As we cannot have our usual toy and carol service during which gifts
were presented for the Salvation Army we thought that it would be a
nice gesture if anyone wishes to donate a gift please wrap it it
Christmas paper but do not use sticky tape, please used ribbon or
elastic bands, this enables the SA to match gifts to recipients without
tearing the wrapping paper. There will be a bag in the church porch
all the afternoon ready to receive any gifts. We feel that this is
especially important this year as so many families are struggling to
manage financially.
Please keep a watch in Viv's very handy village news and pray that
we can go ahead with this evening. It will be socially isolated
naturally.
We would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new
year and live in hope that 2012 will be a big improvement on 2020.
Dolly.
LIKE THE REST of the country, nothing very much has been
happening in Chantry recently. The happy exception to that has been
the progress made by Truespeed to bring fast fibre broadband to the
village, so at least we should be able to entertain ourselves online
without the dreaded buffering in the event of any more lockdowns.
Cables are being laid, cabinets installed and landowners' consent
obtained with a view to everyone who wants the service being
connected in the next couple of months - hopefully! Contact me if you
want any further details.
A real-world project which has been occupying some of us is the
improvement of the grass triangle at Chantry Cross. Since the sad
demise of the lovely pink horse-chestnut tree which was planted
there in the fifties to mark the Queen's Coronation, this area has
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looked rather sorry for itself, with sagging signage and obtrusive street
furniture.
An oak has been suggested as a replacement, with a bench running
around the trunk, and we're looking at making an application for funds to
cover this to the Whatley Common Good Trust at its next meeting. (This is
planned for January 6th 2021 - details of meeting available from the Trust
secretary, Ollie Goodden on ogoodden@yahoo.co.uk as they will be
subject to restrictions in force at the time.)
If anyone has any memories of the old tree, its planting or its role in
village life, please send them to me so we can collect these in time for the
planting ceremony for the new tree.
Apparently, it was a popular place for local teenagers to gather in the days
before phones and screens...
Also on the theme of tidying-up the village, some local residents are
looking at organising a litter-pick around Chantry in the New Year.
If you'd like to be part of this, please let me know and I'll pass on your
details to the organisers.
Apart from the excellent role played by Five Alive, other good ways of
finding out what's going on in Chantry are to join the Whatley and
Chantry Facebook page, or to go on the mailing list for the village
newsletter, which started out as the local Covid-19 support group, but
seems to have acquired a life of its own. Contact me if you want to do that.
Vivienne Pay

GREAT ELM
MANY WILL BE SORRY to hear that Liz Molony has left the village to live
close to one of her sons near Ipswich. Liz was very supportive of village
activities as was her husband Peter, who died last year. We wish her well
in her new home.
A lot of people, 59 to date, are making good use of the Great Elm Mutual
Aid WhatsApp group. If you would like to join - contact Muir Mackean on
07977 121144.
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MELLS WITH VOBSTER
AGM OF MELLS VILLAGE HALL
The AGM of Mells Village Hall will be held on Tuesday 9th February
2021 in Mells Barn at 7.00pm. All inhabitants of Mells and the
surrounding villages are invited to attend, subject to the Covid 19 guidelines at that time.
Public benefit use of the barn (i.e. events which are open to all villagers,
not private wedding receptions, family parties etc) has declined significantly in recent years. The current lease on the Barn ends on June 30th
2024. If the public benefit use continues to decline it will be difficult for
the Parish Council to justify renewing the lease of the barn as the Village
Hall.
Please come and let the Management Committee have your ideas on
how the Barn is run and how it can be better used by villagers in future.
If you cannot attend or prefer to send your comments/suggestions,
please contact the Chairman, John Earl (earlofmells@btinternet.com or
01373 812450).
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£8.00 per hour FREEWiFi
BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS
07920 657916
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There is currently a vacancy for a Trustee of Mells Village Hall Charity.
Please contact John Earl, if you wish to volunteer or learn more about the
role. Copies of the Annual Reports and Accounts for 2019 and 2020 will be
available at the AGM. Contact John if you wish to see copies beforehand.
MELLS PARISH COUNCIL
Notes of meeting held on Tuesday November 10th 2020.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:
Unitary council proposal: All the Somerset councils have been requested to
submit their proposals by December 9th.
Climate change: Mendip is currently adopting a Strategy for Climate
Change.
Lockdown: Frome Market continues to open on a Wednesday and Saturday
and the recycling centres will also remain open.
Superfast Broadband: Voneus have approached the Estate regarding
placing a mast on their land. No decision has been made yet. Residents
using Voneus would be tied to them whereas Openreach allow you to
choose your own provider immediately after installation.
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Cllr Seviour raised whether Vobster would be included in the
installation. Clerk will make enquiries and will approach Openreach to
open up discussions with them.
Condition of grass triangle – Bottom Lane: The Estate has agreed that
something needs to be done with area and are looking at sympathetic
options e.g. laying cobbles/paving to match the wall with some
landscaping.
Website: The Clerk now has all the information required to move the
domain name etc. Cllr Seviour has a contact who may be interested in
designing a new website.
New Community Trust: John Henderson has drawn up a preliminary
concept for the new Trust. Cllr Asquith will make an informal approach
to the quarry to find out if it would be feasible to put some sort of
funding in place. It was agreed that it would be preferable for each
parish affected by the quarry to have their own form of Trust so they
have control over what is spent within their parish.
Footway by quarry: The Clerk now has contact details for the local
Ramblers Association and will ask for their support.
Defibrillator maintenance and care: There is quite a substantial list of
items on the list which need to be met to keep the defibrillator in a
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serviceable condition and it may be difficult to find someone willing to
do this. Cllr Asquith agreed to try to find someone to take on the
task.Flooding by Vobster Quays: This has been reported to Highways
who agree that some action needs to be taken. Clerk to lobby Kilmersdon
PC to put pressure on Highways. The only recent works in the area has
been to re-tarmac the edges where they have broken up.
PLANNING:
2020/1805/APP: Application for approval of details reserved by
conditions 3 (surface water drainage system – pre-commencement) on
planning consent 2020/0870/FUL – Virginia Cottage, Upper Vobster
Road – Approved
2020/1265/FUL: Retrospective for the creation of a farm track x 600m2 –
Land at 370601 149369, Vobster Hill - Approved
2020/1861/TCA: Magnolia crown reduce, yew prune back, laburnum
reduce to lateral growth, hazel prune back – West Hill, Top Lane –
Approved

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
Best quality air dried Logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
Nets also available with free
delivery locally (for five or more
nets)
All timber harvested and processed by
us from sustainably managed
woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419
Mob 0790 243572
Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com
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2020/1859/TCA: Twinned stemmed alder – remove both stems
overhanging garden – land north of Brook Cottage, Top Lane - Approved
St Andrews church: The grant has been held at £1,600 for many years and
it was agreed to increase it to £2,000.
Playground Committee – extension to play area: The equipment is getting
old and only suitable for a small age range. Although it is inspected every
year and any works are carried out to keep it safe, the equipment is
nearing the end of its life.
Various options have been proposed by the Playground Committee but
they are unable to progress with them as they do not know who owns the
land and how much they may be able to acquire.
Cllr Costelloe reported that the play area had originally been leased to the
parish council by the Estate. The parish council then leased it to the
company which was formed to take over the day to day running of the
recreation ground.
Concerns were raised that the proposals may impact on adjacent
properties and the residents would need to be consulted.

Kapow Pest Control
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Bus Stop on Vobster Cross: The shelter is looking unsightly and the
hedges behind it need to be cut back and possibly some form of slabs
from the road to the bus stop. To be discussed at the next meeting.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 8th December 2020 at 7.15pm
which will be held remotely via Zoom at 7.30pm. Details of how to join
the meeting will be available on the next agenda Joy Book, Clerk
07704 584 953 parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com

WHATLEY
ST GEORGE’S AT CHRISTMAS TIME
Please keep an eye on the Mells churches website: mellsgroup.church
for details of what may or may not be able to take place over Christmas.
Mary Scott would like to thank her merry band of cleaners for Whatley
church. She would like to wish them all a happy Christmas and
hopefully a healthy new year. Once again many thanks. Mary Scott
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07081 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations
£5million cover of Public Liability Insurance

23

WELCOME to WHATLEY
A warm welcome to David and Debbie Galvin who have moved into The
Steadings in Whatley Courtyard – they are contributing to the
burgeoning canine population of the village in the form of a lovely
spaniel called Devon.
FIBREWAY AND BROADBAND
Gerry Copsey reports: The wet weather and soggy ground have
hampered work but fibre cable is now visible in the grounds of Whatley
Farm and it is hoped that the individual cables will be installed into our
house and our immediate neighbours next week! The roll-out will
continue in the next weeks to other Whatley households.
HANSON’S PLANS FOR LOCAL QUARRIES
A leaflet distributed to all affected households recently sets out
proposals for re-opening Westdown quarry and for deepening Whatley
Quarry, and this is the email that has gone out:
We are writing to let you know about a consultation on our proposals to
re-open Westdown quarry. As a key stakeholder for the project we
would like to hear what you think.
Our proposals are a key element in our strategy to secure a long-term
future for quarrying activities at both Westdown and Whatley quarries.
The permitted reserves at Westdown quarry total some 160 million
tonnes (mt) of minerals, with the mineral extracted to be processed on
site before being transported by road to local markets. We also have
proposals in development to secure additional mineral from Whatley
quarry and these will be subject to a separate consultation in the near
future.
Combined, these proposals would not increase the volume of traffic
currently permitted for Whatley. The combined road traffic numbers
from both Westdown and Whatley quarries will not exceed those
numbers permitted from Whatley at present and will continue to follow
the agreed route along to the A361.
The current planning permission for Westdown does not place any
limitations on operating hours and we are seeking to amend this. We are
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proposing to bring this up to date, with a robust schedule of conditions
outlining the time during which we can extract, process and transport
aggregate materials.
In addition, a comprehensive and consolidated restoration scheme, which
takes account of the proposed landform changes, as well as the prevailing
biodiversity and landscape attributes of the locality, is being developed.
The plan set out in this consultation is our vision of how Westdown
quarry, including the Asham Wood void area, could be progressively
restored when the limestone has been removed.
Our proposals are summarised in our consultation document and further
detail is provided within a series
of accompanying reports and assessments.
This is a non-statutory consultation which runs until December 4th 2020
and seeks your views on:
• how we plan to manage the impacts of our proposals
• our plans to provide a robust schedule of conditions relating to the
operation of the site, and
• our proposed strategy for restoration of Westdown quarry and Asham
Wood void area.
Further information can also be downloaded from our website
www.hanson-communities.co.uk/westdown-quarry.
You can provide feedback to the consultation by:
• Completing the online questionnaire on our virtual exhibition
• Downloading our questionnaire and returning it by email
• Emailing us at: consultation@Hanson.com
Your feedback is important to us and will help us to develop our final
plans which will balance the needs of a wide range of individuals,
communities and stakeholders. This will then be submitted to Somerset
Council for planning approval later in 2020.
Please ensure that you submit your feedback by 11.55pm on December 4th
2020.
If you have any questions, please contact us on 0800 7022594.
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DAVID RAWLINS CONTINUES HIS HISTORY OF THE
VILLAGE – INCLUDING OTHER VILLAGES ON THE WAY
WHATLEY AFTER DOMESDAY (1086)
Walter Hussey is believed to be the son of Hugh Hussey and was born in
about 1035 in Normandy. It is presumed he was accompanied by two
brothers, William and John Hussey. William was granted five manors in
Somerset.
Walter was given Whatley (under the Abbott of Glastonbury) and
Wilmington and Batheaston (under the church in Bath). He was given two
parts of the Borough of Malmesbury, which had a mint. He paid the King
£8 for that. He was also given Sutton Veney (under William of Mohun).
John Hussey doesn’t appear in Domesday (though there are many Johns).
He may have died at Hastings or of his injuries some time later.
John the Usher was given part of Whatley (probably Egford).
Walter Hussey Holds 4 hides in WHATLEY from the Abbot. Wulfgar a monk, held
them before 1066; he could not be separated from the church. Land for 4 ploughs, of
which 2 ½ hides are in lordship; 2 ploughs there; 4 slaves:
8 villagers and 5 smallholders with 2 ploughs & 1 ½ hides.
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A mill which pays 5s; meadow, 6 acres; pasture, 50 acres; woodland, 14 acres,
8 cattle; 100 sheep.
Value 70s; when he acquired I, 30s.
John the Usher holds 1 hide of villagers’ land in the manor from the Abbot.
Land for 1 plough, which is there, with 2 villagers.
Value 15s; when John acquired it, as much.
The Usher was a middle ranking Officer of the Royal Household. He
was given two manors in Wiltshire, Alton and Barford, and in Dorset,
Winterbourne (as a servant of the King). He was also given land at
Taunton (under the Bishop of Winchester) and some land at
Writhlington (under the Bishop of Wells). He also held Pignes and
Perry and Newton (as a servant of the King).
Walter Hussey and John the Usher did not hold Whatley for very long.
By 1135 they had been replaced by William of Whatley (they probably
held other lands in Somerset). William of Whatley held it from
Glastonbury Abbey for one knights fee.
The knights fee meant that they had to provide a knight, properly
trained, fully armoured with a lance and a shield. A fighting horse
(normally a stallion) and a retainer. It is reckoned that the cost of the
knight was about five hides of land. A hide was reckoned to be
sufficient to support a family – about 30 acres. The knight was at the
king’s service for 40 days a year.
William may have been succeeded by Robert of Whatley (there is an
interesting spelling of Whatley Chwatelea). This comes from a book of
Thomas Attenye surveying the estate of Glastonbury Abbey dated
about 1198.
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FINALLY A HALF PRICE WILLS OFFER ….
FSM SOLICITORS’ Frome office is offering a week of half price Wills
from January 11th to 15th 2021. There will be no hidden costs - you will
receive a 50percent discount on the legal fees to write a single Will, or
mirror Wills if you are a couple.
Take advantage of the offer by calling 01373 485485 - hurry,
appointments are limited!
We will send you a Will Questionnaire to complete, where you state
your details and basic Will requirements. Send the form back to us, and
we will book you in for a telephone appointment with qualified Solicitor
to discuss your Will.
Your solicitor will prepare the Will and post it out to you for you to
review. Once approved, they will send it to you for signing (execution).
You will have saved 50percent of our usual legal fees, and have peace of
mind that you have a Will in place!
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON
DELIVERIES OF
ORNAMENTAL
SHINGLES AND
GRAVELS
ALSO SAND AND
AGGREGATES
PLEASE RING
01373 471505
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GARY HOLT’S
Painting, Decorating
and Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
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