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Editor’s comment

FROM THE EDITOR

I’M SURE MOST OF US have come across this poem by Thomas Hood (1799 –
1845)
No sun - no moon!
No morn - no noon No dawn - no dusk - no proper time of day.
No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease,
No comfortable feel in any member No shade, no shine, no butterflies, no bees,
No fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds! November!
November often brings grey, depressing weather and the beginning of the winter cold when a lot of the natural world seems to go into lockdown! This year especially, the end of the long days of summer is going to be particularly hard for a
lot of people after a year of rules and restrictions. As I write this there is the
threat of more limitations for everyone.
In my family I have a granddaughter who has just started at Lancaster University. She lives in Cardiff. Lancashire is now at the highest level of lockdown and
the Welsh government has forbidden travel from high risk areas into Wales – so
will she be allowed home any time soon? Who knows?
I keep trying to count my blessings. We live in an age where communication is
quick and easy, which can give rise to information overload but also makes
keeping in touch with family and friends a simple matter. Living in a rural area
is also a boon. Going for walks straight from home, knowing most of the people
you meet in the street, having neighbours who keep in touch – these are things I
am thankful for.
So, November for me will be a time of wood fires and savoury casseroles; clearing the garden ready for spring; reading the books I didn’t have time for in the
summer and trying not to dwell too much on what happens next.
Happy November Everyone!
Lin
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CONTACTS
Rector, Mells Group of Churches, Rev Clive A. Fairclough
The Rectory, Gay Street, Mells, BA11 3PT 01373 673431
cliveatmellsgroup@gmail.com, twitter @clivetherev

Benefice administrator Tracy Hughes tracyhughes523@yahoo.com
Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham
Vacancy

John Reckless

Chantry

See Whatley

Pauline Short

Mrs D Blacker 836668
David Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Judy Duffus

81321

461841
472188

Edmund Thompson
Joy Book

812283
300184

Mells with Vobster
Jenny Waller 813852

John Earl
Joy Book

812450
300184

Whatley

Mrs J Butcher
Joy Book

837259
300184

Mrs K Gay

836175

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am

Frome: Sundays at 9.30am and 5.30pm

County Councillor Philip Ham 01373 812152
District Councillors Buckland Dinham, Great Elm and Mells
(Ammerdown Ward) Alison Barkshire, 07432 003382,
Cllr.Barkshire@mendip.gov.uk
Chantry and Whatley (Cranmore, Doulting and Nunney Ward)
Francis Hayden, 07970 839532, Cllr.Hayden@mendip.gov.uk
Police: emergencies: 999, non-emergency:101, local contact
information visit www.avonandsomerset.police.co.uk
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FROM THE RECTORY
THIS YEAR WE’VE BEEN REMEMBERING the Battle of Britain, described by
Winston Churchill in August 1940 as ‘one of the decisive battles of the war…
never in the field of human conflict was so much owed by so many to so few.’ It
was a dramatic turning point in the history of the Second World War.
The occasions for Remembrance this month will provide us times of gratitude for
what was achieved in the darkest moments of war. However, this year we are
very aware of our own struggles with the worldwide Covid-19 pandemic. We
face an unseen enemy, but the effects on our lives and society are as
almost as devastating as world war.
Remembering is not just about focusing on past events. It is also about making
present past events, as we give thanks for all that took place. The Battle of Britain
was fought by the Few and won in the skies over the Channel.
In our battle with the virus, we can call to mind the victory of Jesus:
‘Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.’ (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus secured the victory of death by His cross and resurrection, so that
we don’t need to fear death, but trust in His loving purposes for our lives.

Sunlight Window
Cleaning
Commercial & domestic,
Insides and outsides,
conservatories & roofs,
gutters, soffits and solar
panels cleaned.
07739 189180

D HURLE PLASTERING
SERVICE
Competitive rates
Reliable and trustworthy
No job too small

Tel 07849 717702
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‘They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary
them, nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning
we will remember them.’
I offer you this letter which Teilhard de Chardin (a great theologian) wrote
from the trenches in WW1 which I think it may help us all cope during these
times.
Patient Trust
Above all, trust in the slow work of God.
We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the end without delay.
We should like to skip the intermediate stages.
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new.
And yet it is the law of all progress
that it is made by passing through some stages of instability
and that it may take a very long time.
And so I think it is with you;
your ideas mature gradually - let them grow,
let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Don’t try to force them on,
as though you could be today what time
(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your own good will)
will make of you tomorrow.

The Gentleman Painter & Co
Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.
I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
painting and light building work behind me.
Painting – Carpentry – Tiling – Plastering – Fencing –
Guttering – Etc
Project Management and Coordination excellent local references
marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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Only God could say what this new spirit
gradually forming within you will be.
Give Our Lord the benefit of believing
that his hand is leading you,
and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete.
REMEMBRANCE DAY NOVEMBER 8TH
The Remembrance Day Service for the 5 villages will be in St Andrews church,
Mells at 10.15am. Due to Covid there will be no gathering at the memorials of
any of the villages. In addition, there will be limited seating in St Andrews, so
please book your place by emailing tracyhughes523@yahoo.com by Wednesday,
November 4th stating if you are in a bubble or not. The service will be available
on Zoom.

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY
CHURCHYARD
IS EVERYONE AFFECTED by the weather? It’s not just me is it?
On days of sunshine, blue skies and fluffy white clouds I feel I could push a house
over. When I’m sitting outside in the sun under a shady tree I feel I really want to
get up and get going even if I don’t actually do it. But when the skies are leaden
grey and it rains constantly I just feel Ughh. And as we are at the beginning of
winter I fear there are plenty of Ughh days ahead.
There is still plenty of sun about as I write this in October but the leaves are at last
turning colour and dropping fast. I must hurry and gather my twelve falling leaves
to guarantee twelve happy months in 2021. This year I have decided to cheat and
count those which fall on me as my dashing about and falling full length
attempting to catch whirling leaves days are long past. I shall just stand on windy
days beneath a canopy of tree and count those leaves which land on me. ‘Simples’
as the meerkat says.

www.fromedecorator.com
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Some years ago, I read in a farming article a most clear and succinct explanation
of the autumn colour change. As I found it so easy to understand I wonder if it
would be useful to paraphrase it here for anyone to whom it was previously a
complicated mystery. Roughly it said that during the summer all trees have
been producing food through their green leaves through photosynthesis. This
means that the tree can stuff itself with sugars to support it through the winter
months and be ready to start again in the spring. In deciduous trees the green
pigment in the leaf, chlorophyll, allows it to turn sunlight into energy. This
chlorophyll in autumn breaks down and is absorbed back into the tree. The red
and yellow colours associated with autumn have always been there but now
the predominant green has gone, they show again. As daylight hours shorten
the trees sense it is time to discard their unwanted leaves and so form a corky
layer behind the stalk which finally cuts the contact between tree and leaf, so
the leaves fall to the ground to produce humus. It sounds so simple but is an
incredible chemical process which our wonderful trees repeat year after year,
unprompted, unaided, except by their creator who programmed their tiny
seeds originally, millennia ago.
Back to the present, I have been making good use of the summer days of my
“self isolation”. I have been turning out sheds and store rooms that I haven’t
had time or energy to explore since I moved here from Chantry Grange and
stowed away all the stuff I couldn’t bear to part with but there was no room in
the house at Bird Shadows. I have had mass throwing away sessions, supported
by my dear friend Ann but a few things I have had fun finding homes for. Two
lovely lawn edging pieces of machinery from the 1930s I have offered to the
lawnmower museum in Southport, Merseyside, and they were so delighted
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they arranged to have them collected. Also I found a beautiful double sided
motoring rug from the early 1900s with a built in muff to warm the lady’s hands
and inside the muff a little silk lined compartment for the lady’s hanky – and
probably her smelling salts which she might need if the car exceeded five miles
per hour!. The Beaulieu Motor Museum was delighted to accept this.
Having no internet facilities all this searching out has to be done by landline
phone or letter and it has been an absorbing quest. I am still turning out trunks
and cupboards and hope that I’ve still got “t’urge” as my north country friend
says, even during the dark days to come. (I used to assume it was some kind of
illness or complaint when my friend would say things like “I’m turning out the
airing cupboards while I’ve got t’urge”. It was ages before I realised it was
something akin to the West Country “round twit”, meaning that someone would
do a certain job when they “got around to it.”)
Well, the sun is shining still and the dogs are looking at me plainly saying it’s
time I got t’urge and a round twit and took them down the orchard to gather the
last windfalls.
See you in December. Meanwhile, keep safe, keep well, keep happy – and just
keep keeping on.
Hazell

www.beautyandbrides-valhurle.co.uk
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ROUND AND ABOUT
FROM AVON AND SOMERSET POLICE
We’re urging people to be on the alert to a telephone fraud in which scammers
claim to be from banks’ own fraud teams.
For example, officers were recently called to a bank in Thornbury by staff
concerned about a customer’s transaction. It transpired the man had been
contacted by fraudsters through a phone call to an elderly relative whose money
he manages. The conman told him the accounts were compromised following an
online purchase and that he needed to transfer the money to a new account with
another bank.
The conman then told the man to go into his local branch to arrange a further
transfer, claiming he would be watching on CCTV. The fraudster even said bank
staff would tell him it was a scam but not to trust them. Thankfully the bank staff
realised something wasn’t right and called the police – but the victim had already
transferred a significant amount of money from the accounts.
We want you to warn your vulnerable elderly relatives and friends about this type
of scam.
These fraudsters can be very convincing but please don’t discuss your finances
with anyone who calls you out of the blue, even if they say they’re a police officer
or from your bank. Genuine callers will be happy to make an appointment for you
to visit them at a branch or police station.
It’s important to remember that police and bank staff will never ask you to
withdraw or transfer money or to hand over cash, your card or your PIN. If you
get this sort of call should hang up immediately and report it, always allowing
time for the line to clear before making another call.
There’s lots of information about fraudsters and scams on the Action Fraud
website. If you think you have been defrauded you can report it by calling 0300 123
2050 or via Action Fraud’s online form.
HIGH-SPEED BROADBAND FOR MELLS
Using Government funding via the Rural Gigabit voucher scheme we can bring
FTTP (fibre to the premises) Superfast Broadband to the whole village at no cost to
individual residents. This £130,000 technology upgrade will bring fast and reliable
broadband to the whole of Mells, futureproofing us for many years. It will also
increase the value of our homes, help us work and homeschool better and stay
connected, especially when we are unable to meet face-to-face.
Whilst those living in some areas of Mells currently get reasonable broadband
speeds (@30Mbps), the rest of the village do not (@6Mbps). We need everyone to
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get behind this project to help our whole community as an upgraded system will
enable us all to enjoy speeds of up to 1GB.
We can fully fund the £130,000 scheme via the Department of Media, Culture
& Sport. Gigabit Broadband Vouchers but need as many people in the village
as possible to apply. At the moment, we don’t yet have enough homes &
businesses to fully fund the scheme.
To support the cost of installing new fast and reliable Broadband connections the
DCMS scheme awards rural premises vouchers worth:
£1,500 per home
-

£3,500 for each small to medium-sized business.

The great thing about the Openreach scheme is that they simply improve and
upgrade our infrastructure, leaving you free to choose your service provider &
broadband/telephone package.
Also, high-speed broadband shouldn’t cost more than you are paying right now.
A quick check of prices (2/10/20) showed you can get speeds of up to 63Mbps
with Vodafone for £25/month & speeds of up to 50Mbps for £27.99/month with
BT.
If you have any queries, please feel free to get in touch with one of the
Community Broadband team below from your area of the village, or whoever
you know best and they’ll be able to help.

Please email lisa.strachan@gmail.com to register your interest (if you have not
already done so) and I will send you more information on the voucher scheme. If
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we can’t get enough homes & businesses to apply for voucher funding, the
upgrade won’t happen. Please get in touch as quickly as possible as there is a
time limit to the funding.
This is a great opportunity that would make a massive difference to our daily
lives & community, so if you haven’t already registered your interest in
supporting this scheme by applying for a voucher please email
lisa.strachan@gmail.com
Thanks for reading this, Lisa, Mells Openreach Community Fibre Partnership
Lead.
WHAT ABOUT BUCKLAND DINHAM…?
Voneus will be bringing fibre-to-the-premises broadband services to the
Buckland Dinham area in the near future.
Over the past months, the company has done considerable planning to find the
best solution to the unique challenges in the area and soon you will see the
Voneus team on the ground making this happen, if you haven’t seen some of
them already! The fibre build is starting in October and they expect services to be
available to you early in 2021.
You will not need to do anything if you are already an existing Voneus fixed
wireless access customer, as the contractors and engineers will upgrade you to
the network as they complete the work - which has a minimum guaranteed
speed of 100Mbps.
Beyond checking emails and surfing the web, these speeds will enable you to use
Skype, Zoom or any other videoconferencing tools, watch YouTube, stream
Netflix and use on-demand TV services completely uninterrupted.
If 100Mbps is not enough, you will be able to request an upgrade to one of the
faster packages offering 250Mbps, 500Mbps or 900Mbps – at highly competitive
prices. Non-Voneus customers will be able to connect once the build has
finished, however, if anyone wants to sign up to the current Voneus Superfast
broadband service, to take advantage of being in the first part of the build, they
can. The company are also offering a ‘Refer-a-Friend’ scheme, as well as support
to assist those who are locked in contracts with other ISPs.
For more information call the Voneus customer relations team on FREEPHONE
0800 007 3377 during office hours.
…AND CHANTRY AND WHATLEY?
Three Chantry residents, acting as representatives for a broadband action group
which has been set up locally, had a useful meeting recently with representatives
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of Truespeed, who are part of the government initiative called Build Digital
UK. They are part of a programme to bring fast fibre broadband connections
to properties in the village, but this has been taking a very long time to come
to fruition.
It does now seem, from what we were told and are seeing locally, that progress is at last being made. Access agreements are being reached with landowners and utility companies (for shared use of poles), and tree-cutting
works, cable-laying and road-closure applications are underway. We are
therefore cautiously optimistic that much-needed improvements in our
broadband connection are finally on their way to Chantry!
But because we are still rather wary in the light of all the many promises
which have been made over the years, we are still looking into other options.
Like Mells, we are investigating a BT Community Fibre Partnership, and
have submitted an expression of interest in this on behalf of a group of local
properties - we are waiting now to hear from BT with a cost estimate. Other
members of the action group are looking into other alternatives with a range
of providers.
If you'd like to join our broadband email group to receive updates on progress, please contact Vivienne Pay on viviennepay@gmail.com, or 01373836571 or 07443-517488. If you've been frustrated in the past by hearing different messages from Truespeed, this is probably the best way to find out
what's going on, as we now have good contacts at a senior operational level
who are keeping us updated on a regular basis.
Fibreway commenced the installation work for the Whatley fibre broadband
network on October 1st . The first week of planned activity was severely
hampered by the wet weather but work is now well under way with the access trench though the Parish Field and the plan is to have the whole village
connected within the two to three weeks

BUCKLAND DINHAM
HELLO AND WELCOME TO TWO NEW RESIDENTS OF BUCKLAND
DINHAM!
“We’ve just moved into the village and received our first copy of Five Alive.
Because of the restrictions it has been difficult to meet people and would love
the opportunity to say hello in the next edition if possible,” said Claire
Newman, who’s just moved into Froggs Bottom with other half Toby.
“You can often spot us out walking our dog Henry, a cavalier King Charles.
Our immediate neighbours have been so lovely and welcoming. Please do
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stop to say hi if you spot us
walking our dog Henry or
having a pint in the pub.”

CHURCH NEWS
The Annual General Meeting
of the Parochial Church
Council was held on October
12th. Normally this would
have been held in April but
due to circumstances, which
we are all too well aware of,
was delayed until it was felt safe to meet.
It was with great regret that the PCC formally accepted the resignation of Suzanne
Westlake as Church Warden and she was warmly thanked for all she had done
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during her two years of office. Unfortunately no nominations had been received
for a new Church Warden.
The following were elected. Secretary Debbie Cary, Treasurer Sara Corbett,
Electoral Roll Officer Ros Bradbury, PCC member Jill Wright.
It was agreed that we shall have to keep St. Michael’s closed until further notice
as regretfully we do not have the volunteers needed to not only open the church,
but we also have to have someone there the whole time the church is open.
This is a very sad time for all who would like to see the church being used and
we can only hope that things will improve and we can once again enjoy the
services and coffee mornings. Until then can I urge you all to continue keeping in
touch with your friends and neighbours, stay safe and keep well.
Jill Wright

CHANTRY
CHURCH NEWS
The AGM of the PCC was held in September, due to the covid virus we were not
able to open to the public. The meeting was led by Rev. Clive Fairclough
The officers were elected as follows, Churchwardens Mrs D Blacker and Mr D
Rawlins, Treasurer Mr D Rawlins, acting Secretary Mr D Rawlins, Lay Chairman
Mrs D Blacker.

BIODYNAMIC
CRANIOSACRAL THERAPY
At Buckland Dinham Village Hall
Catherine Mullen
RVN BCST RCST
Member of the Craniosacral
Therapy Association

Please contact 07787747855
cmullen@hotmail.co.uk
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£8.00 per hour FREEWiFi
BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS
07920 657916
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We would like to thank Mrs H Tovey for all her hard work during her many
years as churchwarden, I am sure that when we can eventually re-open and get
back to normal she will work just as hard to keep our lovely church going. We
would also thank Mrs V Rawlins for her work as secretary over many years as
anyone who has held this post knows this is a not just a case of answering a few
letters but keeping a record of all that is happening in the parish and the
diocese, she also typed out special services and made sure that we were all kept
up to date with everything. Grateful thanks to both of you.
If anyone has any news about new births, birthdays or any other celebration
please let us know as we need some cheerful reports to counteract all the doom
and gloom.
We would like to thank Hanson Quarries of Whatley for donating and laying a
load of gravel on the small car parking area beside the Church wall. We are
extremely grateful, also thanks to Jan and Andrew for providing the membrane
and arranging everything

GREAT ELM
NEW FOLK
A warm welcome to Richard King and Hilary Croft who have recently moved
into Weavers Cottage down Elm Lane. We wish them a long and happy stay in
Great Elm.
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MELLS WITH VOBSTER
THANKS TO COMMUNITY FOR SUPPORT DURING PANDEMIC
Although I am supposed to be reporting about the year ending March 31st
2019, the Covid19 pandemic is uppermost in all our minds. All of Mells is hugely
proud and grateful to our MVS staff and volunteers for keeping us supplied
during the lockdown. Mike chased down supplies, and made sure key items
were rarely out of stock even when the supermarkets were struggling. Jerry and
Helen calmly served stressed customers, trained new volunteers and patiently
policed our safety measures. Jo switched to take-outs only in the café, reluctantly
accepted furlough, and came back as
soon as she could.
And we can all be very proud of the
village’s response when our senior
volunteers had to stay at home
because they were among the most
vulnerable. A new generation
stepped forward and did a brilliant
job. And we were overwhelmed with
offers to deliver essential supplies to
people who isolating at home. Even if
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we didn’t need to take you up on your offer, thank you for stepping forward.
Thank you for your patience as we tried to interpret government guidelines, and
as we experimented with different systems to safeguard health. This episode has
made us all value our community shop all the more and, indeed, our sense of
community as a village.
As with many other local shops, sales have been very good during the pandemic,
because people were less able to get to supermarkets. We hope very much that
our customers will stay loyal once things settle down.
Since the café reopened for take-out only, turnover has been around half to two
thirds of the normal level – this is remarkable and a testament to Jo’s hard work
and wise management. Baxter Raithby did an amazing job covering Jo’s days off,
showing real initiative, and we wish him well going back to school and
preparing for exams next year.
Café sales are quite weather-dependent so we will see how well this holds up in
the winter. We have invested in awnings to shelter people eating at the outside
tables, and re-introduced a couple of tables inside. We received a £10,000
business support grant from the government in the summer and the committee is
using this to subsidise the café. But this will not last very long so please continue
to support Jo and Sophie (who is coming back after maternity leave) this winter.

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
Best quality air dried Logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
Nets also available with free
delivery locally (for five or more
nets)
All timber harvested and processed by
us from sustainably managed
woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419
Mob 0790 243572
Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com
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Our tenth anniversary last year was a time to reflect and feel satisfaction, and
perhaps relief that what was a brave initiative in 2010 proved to be such a success
– many small businesses, including community shops, do not survive that long.
The village owes its pioneers a big thank you.
Looking forward to the next ten years is not easy, given the uncertainty we all
feel. No doubt local shops like ours will continue to thrive but there are some
challenges ahead. In particular, our first generation of volunteers, many of them
retired, is now ten years older, and not all are returning at the end of the
lockdown. So we do need a new generation to step forward – some of the new
people who joined us during lockdown were on furlough but have now gone
back to work.
Finally, a big thank you to Mike, Jerry, Helen and Jo, especially at this time.
Thank you for keeping calm and carrying on. You are among the key workers we
have all been applauding, persevering at risk to your own well-being.
Rob Waller, Chairman
MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)
Notes from the remote meeting held via Zoom on Tuesday October 13th
Unitary Council: The Government has formally invited all Somerset authorities,
Bath & NE Somerset and North Somerset to submit an initial proposal for unitary
by November 9th and a full proposal by December 9th.

Kapow Pest Control
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River pollution: Natural England has issued revised advice with no warning, or
discussion with County, the planning authorities or water providers about the
unacceptable amount of phosphate within the Somerset Levels area.
This means that no development can happen without identifying and
developing solutions to further pollution. Concerns have been raised that this
will put further pressure on Mendip’s housing target (of over 1000 houses/year)
onto the east side of Mendip. More information is available on MDC website:
https://www.mendip.gov.uk/phosphates
Superfast broadband: Lisa Strachan has received confirmation from BT that
they would be willing to install FTTP which it is hoped to be funded by Gigabit
vouchers. However, the system is unlikely to be in place for at least a year.
Condition of grass triangle – Bottom Lane: The Estate is hesitant about putting
matting down as they have not seen any that would look aesthetically pleasing
as well as functional. More consideration will be given to the matter.
Alternative uses for telephone box/painting:
John Earl has received two quotes for painting the box - £700 + materials and
£550 + materials to strip to bare metal, prime and top coat (x2). The box maybe
used as an information point with a map and brief history of the Mells
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Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock
07081 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
Painting Interior and Exterior
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations
£5million cover of Public Liability Insurance
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Litter by the pond: Neighbourhood Services has been contacted and it is hoped
that an improvement in the regularity of the bin emptying will be seen.
Footway by quarry: The quarry has responded by suggesting passing the
enquiry onto the Footpath Officer or Highways Officer. The Footpath Officer has
no funds for this and suggests that the best course of action is to get those
interested to form a group, with the parish council backing, to approach the
quarry again. Quarry land would need to be used and the path could either be
dedicated as a public footpath or just as permissive and the quarry has the
materials to make this happen. Clerk will contact the Ramblers Association. If
you are interested in helping this project move forward, please contact the Clerk.
PLANNING - New Applications:
2020/1959/FUL: Restoration of derelict cottages to one four-bedroom dwelling
house with associated works – Quarry Cottages - no objections
Mendip Decisions:
2020/1656/TCA: Conifer – fell – Bridge Cottage, Holes Lane – No objections
2019/2075/LBC and 2019/2074/FUL: Refurbishment and extension of cottage,
replacement of thatched roof with tiles, replacement of internal wall and first
floor structure (removal works being retrospective) – The Cottage, Little Green Refused
2020/1505/HSE: Erection of single storey and two storey rear extension and front
porch. Demolition of existing garage and outbuildings and erection of garage –
The Orchard, Mells Green - Approved
Bartletts Quarry: Cllr Costelloe reported that at the recent planning board
meeting no mention of all the objections had been raised. The re-opening of this
quarry would be against Somerset County Council’s previous stipulation that no
further quarries should re-open in the area until the works at Torr have been
fully completed (approx. 40 years from that time).
It was agreed to object (five votes against, one for) on the basis that this sets a
precedent for other quarries to open and Somerset County Council should abide
by the agreements that are already in place.
Footpath White Bridge to Top Lane: Clerk has arranged for the weeds to be
killed in the spring as the vegetation needs to be in its growing phase to be
effective.
Dog waste bin – Recreation Ground: A replacement bin has been purchased.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday November 10th 2020 at 7.15pm which will be held remotely via Zoom at
7.30pm. Details of how to join the meeting will be available on the next agenda.
Joy Book, parishcouncils.frome@gmail.com. 07704 584953
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WHATLEY
WHATLEY PARISH COUNCIL
Next meeting: Wednesday, November 25th, 7.30pm either at St George’s, or
viaZoom. Please contact Parish Clerk, Joy Book for details re attending,
clerk@whatleyparishcouncil@gmail.com

PUPPY BIRTHDAY DELWYN
Delwyn from Whatley recently celebrated his first
birthday with a Pawty on the Parish Field in Whatley.
Despite the rain, lots of canine friends came to run
around and have fun with him, accompanied by their
socially-distanced humans. Happy birthday, Delwyn!

CHANTRY HISTORY REVEALED
DAVID RAWLINS CONTINUES HIS HISTORY OF THE
VILLAGE – INCLUDING OTHER VILLAGES ON THE WAY
THE NAME ELM probably refers to the tree. The Parish was in three parts until
1884 when the Divided Parishes Act was enacted and almost all parishes were
continuous, and only had one part. Prior to this Elm had three parts – Great Elm,
with the church, Little Elm, now part of Chantry, and a field of about six acres,
detached to the Southeast, known as Somerleaze.
Great Elm was (and still is) about 762 ¾ acres and Little Elm 121 acres. The
population of Great Elm (2011) is 171.
Elm has had various spellings over the centuries – often with a terminal ‘E’ –
Elme. In Domesday it is listed as ‘Telvve’. In other places it is called ‘Temnes’,
‘Theaumes’ ‘Teumes’, ‘Teaumes’. Gradually it became agreed to call it Elm or
Elme. Because of this apparent great variation, some writers have not recognised
its existence in earlier texts (such as Domesday). This anomaly is probably

25

explained by clerks copying, or trying to decipher and copy previous documents.
One must remember that the formation of letters has varied widely over the
centuries (and indeed still does a bit) – (Q & 2 being a current example). Printing,
and particularly, typewriting has markedly reduced the variation.
It is possible that Elm was known as The Elm or Aetelme. It is easy to see how
the ‘M’ could be rendered as two ‘V’s’ in Domesday. The ‘The’ was shortened to
just ‘T’ or ‘Aet’ (at the) became ‘T’.
One can be sure that the same village is meant, because it was held by the
Giffards from the conquest onwards and in 1318 it was referred to as Elme, when
still held by the Giffards.
Many parishes were in two or more parts prior to the 1884 Act, but apparently
very few were split after 1160. The formation of parishes was a gradual affair.
The Anglo Saxon’s smallest administrative unit was the Manor, and the Lord had
jurisdiction over the inhabitants. From about 600AD Lords of Manors were
encouraged by various Archbishops to build a church in the manorial grounds.
This would have been at the centre of the village. Probably, initially these
churches were serviced by wandering priests, or by the local Minister. Gradually
priests came to reside in the village, encouraged and paid for by the Lord of the
Manor (it may have been a form of oneupmanship). The parish boundaries
would have been coterminous with the boundaries of the Manor.
In c600AD King Ine founded, or refounded, Glastonbury Abbey, and endowed it
with a number of manors. These included Mells and Whatley, the most Easterly
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of the Abbey lands. Most of the Manor Endowment was confirmed by William
the Conqueror, including Mells and Whatley: Little Elm was thus a small
island, surrounded by Abbey lands. I find it very unlikely that the Abbey
would have relinquished part of a Manor, and if it had done so it would have
been recorded. Therefore we must presume that the two parts of Elm must
have been separate from earliest times, before their neighbouring Manors were
granted to Glastonbury Abbey.
Just prior to the Conquest, Elm was held by Dunn or Denna. He held about 30
Manors in Anglo Saxon England, with eleven in Somerset. He held Buckland
Dinham, both before and after the Conquest. In 1086 in Domesday he is listed
as one of the King’s Thanes. He almost certainly did not fight at Hastings; those
that did were deprived of their lands. He may have been sick or supporting
William (this may be unlikely as he was deprived of a lot of his Manors).
The Conqueror gave Elm to Osbern Giffard. He was given three Somerset
Manors. He was given about 19 other Manors and houses (messuages) in
various towns. Brimpsfield in Gloucestershire became his seat.
Osbern Giffard was born c1020 at Longueville Lee Giffard in Normandy and
died c1086 at Brimpsfield, Gloucestershire. His eldest son Ellis (I) was born
c1064 at Brimpsfield and died 1130. He married Ala c1088. His successors were:
Ellis (II) born c1110?, Brimpsfield, Married; Ellis (III) born c1140, Married, Died
1190. His nephew Walter Elam was 1st Earl of Buckingham, Sir Ellis (IV) – Lord
Giffard – born c1185.
He succeeded underage and was in the custody of William, Earl of Pembroke.
He was succeeded by Sir John Giffard – Lord Giffard. His heirs were
descendent of his two half sisters Katherine and Alione.
Brimpsfield Castle was destroyed in the reign of Edward II 1322. The Giffards
were powerful Lords and held Court. They had their own Executioner who
apparently was kept busy. However, as Elm was some distance from
Brimpsfield, its inhabitants may have escaped from this severe punishment.
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Walter Giffard born c1025, Osbern's brother, was granted even more extensive
estates, more to the east of the country and made Whitchurch, Buckinghamshire,
his seat. They had both fought with William at Hastings.
Brimpsfield Castle was built initially in wood, but in the 12th or 13th Century
was rebuilt in stone. John Gifford, -the 2nd Lord of Brimpsfield, rebelled against
King Edward II and was executed in 1222, the castle being destroyed.
After Domesday – 1086, there is a long gap in the national written records for
about 150 years. Abbeys etc often kept their own records and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicles continues up to 1154, but these only record national events and Elm is
not mentioned.
In 1237 Robert Aguillum and John Gillard were summoned before the Justices to
show by what warrant they held lands which belonged to Robert Teaumes in
Teaumes (Elm). They did not appear and the King ordered them to come in one
month.
In 1246 an inquisition (enquiry into inheritance) Osbert Giffard, married to Alice
Murdac. Osberd (aged between 12 ½ to 13 ½ ) was their heir and had Theaumes
Manor (Elm), held by Osbert of Elias Giffard by service of One Knights Fee.
Several other properties were mentioned (one at Foxcote). In 1280 in the Court of
Eyre, Osbert Giffard brought a writ about tenements in Ardenton and John Le
Mayhon and Benedict, both of Elm are mentioned. Osbert also bought a writ
against Nicholas Branche about tenement in Teumes (Elm).
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